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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00
½ page    £20.00
¼ page   £10.00

For a different advertisement in 
any issue add £3 per changed 
advertisement.
Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish 
Council. Contact the editor Elizabeth Gorsuch at 
bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.
The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if 
required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00
½ page    £8.50
¼ page   £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Save the 
date!

Date Event 
Venue Time

Tues 9 Jan Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm-4pm

Thurs 11 Jan Bearley WI Village Hall 7.30 pm

 New Year Cheese and Wine Evening

Thurs 18 Jan Bearley Gardeners Village Hall 7.30 pm

 Duncan Coombs – Alpine beauty in Yunnan, China

Thurs 8 Feb Bearley WI Village Hall 7.30 pm 

 Jennifer Heap – Telling Tales -

 How I became an indie author in my 50s

Tues 13 Feb Bearley Flower Club Village Hall 2pm-4pm

Thurs 15 Feb Bearley Gardeners Village Hall 7.30 pm

 Derek Bull – Reluctant gardening

Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the 
Parish Council

Bearley Beacon
A Happy New Year to all you readers of the Bearley Beacon, whether you live in Bearley or 
further away!

We have another packed magazine for you this month, with news and photos of the 
events in the Village Hall before Christmas as well as the usual articles from Bearley 
Gardeners and St Mary’s Church, Nature Notes and our Pets’ Page. (Has anyone got an 
aquarium which we could feature on the Pets’ Page in the March Beacon?)

It’s so easy just to jump into the car to go anywhere and not to take much exercise, so 
in last year’s Beacons there were articles suggesting ways you can keep healthy; golf, 
cricket, cycling, walking, and a mention every time of the ladies’ table tennis on Monday 
mornings. This time we have another walk by the Davidsons, and information about the 
Stratford Leisure Centre – so no excuses not to make keeping fit one of your New Year 
Resolutions!

Lastly, I would like to say a large ‘thank you’ to all who have contributed articles to 
this edition of the Beacon, those who distribute it and special thanks to the printer for 
producing this magazine free of charge.

Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact 
me on e-mail bearleybeacon@aol.com or phone 01789 730507. 
The copy date for the March 2018 Issue is 31st January 2018.

Elizabeth Gorsuch
Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its 
author and does not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the 
Editor.

Front cover photo by Derek Bull
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Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 7 Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SB, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, 
Tel: 01789 731676  Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley, CV8 1TJ,
Tel: 01926 485066, Mobile: 07940 476727, Email: bearleypc@outlook.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, 
Mobile: 07831 682051, Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
Anne Parry, 19 John Taylor Way, Moreton Morrell, Warwick CV35 9DH
Tel: 07917 117737, Email: cllrparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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BearleyParishCouncilReport

Parish Council Meeting – Monday 20 November 2017

Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC) & Warwickshire Rural 
Housing Association (WRHA)
Sarah Brooke Taylor of WRCC and Neil Gilliver of WRHA gave a presentation on a 
proposed development of 7 residential dwellings on land at the rear of Grange Road.  
Sarah was to arrange for a public consultation to take place early in 2018. It was 
agreed unanimously that the proposed development would be supported by the Parish 
Council subject to a public consultation.

Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
It was reported that a meeting of the NDP was to take place on Thursday 23 
November 2017 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Consultant Neil Pearce of Avon 
Planning Services was to attend the meeting to give a presentation. The Chairman had 
invited past members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group as well as asking 
for new members. The Chairman was to report back to the next meeting of the Parish 
Council. 

To Receive an Update on Stratford on Avon Gliding Club 
Councillor A Erinmez reported that he had been in touch with the Gliding Club which 
was in the process of carrying out noise-testing on the winch-cable and would report 
the results to a future meeting. The Club did not provide information on the status of 
the Compliance Report which was due to be considered by their Committee in July 
2017.

To Receive an Update on Flood Prevention Measures
Councillor R Le Page circulated a report following a site visit held with County Council 
officers. The report raised issues with the piped culvert crossing sited in the field 
adjacent to the sports field. It was noted that the landowner had attempted to clear 
the culvert, but further works were required. There were also issues with the ditch 
course running adjacent to the sports field and outfalls from Snitterfield Road and 
A3400 as one of the culverts had a 95% blockage and another had a 40% blockage. 
This required cleansing with high pressure jetting. Additionally, the ditch near to 
Countrywide may need light clearance and also the ditch outside of the sports field. 
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Website
The Clerk reported that MI Business Services was working on the new website 
and the Clerk hoped that new site would be available early in 2018.

Emergency Plan
The Clerk had updated the Emergency Plan and was asked to circulate to those 
persons who should be in possession of a copy of the Plan. 

Leaf Clearance
Following discussions regarding some paved areas, it was agreed that Cllr Le 
Page would monitor the areas of concern and clear leaves which may become a 
hazard to pedestrians. It was agreed not to employ a contractor to do the work 
at present. 

Annual Play Area Inspections
The Clerk circulated two reports which had been received from RoSPA Play 
Safety Ltd following the recent annual inspections.  The Clerk was asked 
to forward the Bearley Park area report to Friends of Bearley Park for their 
assessment and recommendations.  No serious issues had been raised. With 
regard to the inspection at Upper Play Area, the Clerk was asked to seek quotes 
for the repair works required to the kissing gate.

Road Safety & Speed Monitoring
The Chairman reported that random speed checks had taken place by the Safe 
Neighbourhood Team and one motorist had received a speeding ticket.

Code of Conduct
The Clerk circulated details of proposed changes to the Code of Conduct which 
had been received from the Monitoring Officer at Stratford District Council and 
it was agreed in principle to adopt the Code of Conduct in May 2018 subject to 
further information.

Finance Report
Following agreement at the last meeting of the Parish Council, the Clerk was 
asked to send a cheque for £6,000 to Bearley Village Hall Trust as the Parish 
Council’s final contribution to the Bank Loan. Following the Parish Council’s 
commitment at its meeting on 12 September 2017 to support Bearley Village 
Hall Trust (BVHT), members asked the Clerk to write to BVHT to request news of 
the commencement of the work and regular progress reports on roof repairs.
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Planning Matter
Planning Applications Received
17/07923/LDP – 15 St Marys Acre – Proposed single storey rear extension – 
Certificate of Lawful Development - No representation
To Note Planning Applications Received and Actioned Under Delegated Powers
17/03279/FUL – 1 The Banks, Ash Lane – First floor side extension – No 
representation 
To Note Planning Application Appeals Notice of Decision Received - None
To Note Notices of Decisions Received - None

Date of Next Meeting
Monday 22 January 2018.

Bearley Parish Council wishes a Happy New Year to all residents.

Nicola Everall 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727 email: bearleypc@outlook.com

Community Grant Awarded
Christmas came early for Bearley Village Hall and I am delighted to advise that a grant 
for £750 towards a new fridge freezer was awarded from my WCC Community Fund. 
I am sure the addition of a larger appliance will make a big difference to community 
events being held in the hall and hopefully will have been installed in time for the 
Christmas festivities.
 
Road Safety Matters
WCC is progressing with the pedestrian refuge for the A3400 and every indication 
suggests that it will be installed by the end of March 2018. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Friends of Bearley Village for their fantastic fundraising 
efforts and donations towards this major project. Their help is much appreciated and 
demonstrates the importance of this initiative to villagers and provides a sense of 
belonging to the project. It also means that my budget can be stretched a bit further 

 CountyCouncillorReport
Warwickshire County Council Report
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and enables me to help another parish with a road safety scheme and is a 
marvellous example of showing how communities can work together to help 
each other.

We are now at the time of year when road conditions are at their most 
hazardous. Warwickshire County Council (WCC) gritters will be out in full force 
but remember not all roads can be gritted. There have been a number of very 
serious incidents across my division in the last few weeks, including a tragic 
fatality and I wish to urge all motorists to reduce speeds, be extra vigilant, 
particularly in and around the villages, and stay safe on the roads. Details about 
the roads being gritted can be found on  http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/
gritting and include the Snitterfield Road through the village.

Funding secured to improve A3400 Birmingham Road
Warwickshire County Council has been given £2.4m from the Department 
for Transport through its National Productivity Investment Fund to bring 
forward a £3.5 million scheme to improve the A3400 Birmingham Road, with 
WCC meeting the remainder of the cost through its Capital Investment Fund. 
The scheme is set to improve capacity by making better use of the available 
highway land and to provide a new slip road onto the Tesco site.

Improvements will also be made to the pedestrian and cycling facilities 
along the southern end of the Birmingham Road corridor, along with variable 
message signs alerting drivers to congestion, incidents, delays and advising 
on alternative routes that can be taken. The improvements are designed to 
improve the flow of traffic along the corridor which is currently highly prone to 
congestion.

The £2.4 million funding package from the Department for Transport will be 
complemented by £1.1 million of funding from the County Council. The project 
also includes extra pedestrian facilities and improved cycling infrastructure 
along the route.
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.
 
Cllr Anne Parry
Ward Member for Wellesbourne East
County Councillor for Wellesbourne Division
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
Telephone 07917 117737

We didn’t have any reindeer at the Village Hall on Saturday 18th November but 
Father Christmas and his Elf were able to clamber onto the fire engine for photo 
shots! The fire crew was a huge success with the children too as they were 
allowed to look inside the fire engine while the crew explained what everything 
was for. They even put the blue light on at a request of one the children.

A good crowd turned out to support the Fayre with its craft stalls, including 
Christmas decorations, jewellery, cards and wood-turning, as well as charity 
stalls, tombola, bric-a-brac, cakes and a book stall. There was a large raffle 
with lots of prizes, guess the weight of the cake and a children’s craft area. The 
ladies in the kitchen were kept busy serving lunches of hot soup and hot dogs, 
as well as cakes and drinks - many thanks to all volunteers! Winners of the 
Christmas floral arrangement competition were:1st Jill Lillie, 2nd Julie Webb, 
3rd Jane Harrison, Highly Commended Julia Hayes and Margaret Passalacqua.

As we go to press the amount raised for Friends of Bearley Village Funds was 
almost £700.  Of this, nearly £200 was raised by the raffle and this money has 
been allocated towards the proposed pedestrian refuge on the A3400 (see 
Councillor Anne Parry’s report). Full details of the raffle winners and takings by the 
stalls may be obtained from Jo Wall at jwall.friendsofbearleyvillage@gmail.com
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BearleyVillageChristmasFayre

Christmas floral arrangement competition
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Jo Wall with her 
grandson Noah

The bric-a-brac 
stall

Spear Rescue 
stall
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Maryann Crafts

Julia Hayes and 
the Church book 
and craft stall

David Harrison and 
Pete Wall looking 
at Pete’s Pickles 
stall
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We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at Bearley Village Hall between 2 and 4pm

October Flower Club
A Topiary Tree - The design is constructed in an Oasis foam sphere glued onto a 
natural branch which has been cemented into a plant pot. Foliage is added first 
and then the flowers to create a topiary design.

November Flower Club

This design is to be attached to a bottle of wine or champagne. It is constructed 
in an Oasis mini deco (a small rounded piece of Oasis attached to a plastic base) 
which you then tie onto the bottle of your choice.

The design below is a small floral cupcake which is a combination of small leaf 
foliage and small-headed flowers created in an Oasis cupcake container.

Jo Wall

BearleyFlowerClub
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There has been a Lunch Club 
in the village since June 1983, 
and we sincerely thank all our 
members and helpers who have 
made it so much fun since 
then. 

Lunches are served on 
Wednesdays at the Village Hall 
costing only £4.50 (includes 
coffee, ice-cream and soft 
drinks).You don’t have to be 
a Senior Citizen to join us, so 
please come along – don’t sit 
at home and be lonely. 

Gwen Smith
Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub

LadiesTableTennis
We play on Monday mornings at 
the Village Hall from 10am for 
about an hour and a half with a 
break for a well-deserved cup of 
tea or coffee and a biscuit! We now 
have two table tennis tables and 
would welcome new players.
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BearleyGardeners
Bearley Gardeners Meeting Thursday 19th October 2017

Bearley Gardeners met on a very wet evening on October 19th and were informed and 
entertained by Philip Aubrey, who gave a presentation entitled ‘No plot, no problem!’ 
Every conceivable method of growing plants of all descriptions was discussed; 
ranging from pots, raised beds, plastic bags, hanging baskets and walls, to window 
boxes. All forms of compost, feeding and watering were mentioned, so that everyone 
was aware of trialling something next growing season. Philip spoke of how to extend 
the growing season and was able to advise that even without a conventional garden it 
was possible and enjoyable to grow plants. 
He also mentioned many new varieties that 
were particularly suitable for container 
growing. Following an interesting question 
and answer session the array of alpine and 
herbaceous flowers that were for sale 
provided a perfect end to the evening. 
He was thanked by Chairman Derek Bull

Bearley Gardeners Meeting 
Thursday 16th November 2017

Practical demonstrations never fail to keep everyone’s interest going and that 
proved to be the point at the 16th November meeting of Bearley Gardeners when 
Andy Pedrick came to talk about taking cuttings from shrubs. Four long tables were 
filled with branches of Hebe, Escallonia, Euonymus, Salvia, Yew, Senecio, Ramonda, 
Cotoneaster, Conifer, Choisya, Hypericum, Golden Privet and Laurel. Andy spoke about 
the importance of watering, having sharp knives and secateurs and using good quality 
peat compost/perlite (made from volcanic rock, which has the ability to hold 5 times 
its volume in water). 5 or 6 soft, semi-ripe or hardwood cuttings were taken and the 
correct method of exposing the cambium layer to promote root growth was explained. 
Then they were inserted into 9-cm diameter pots. The use of hormone rooting powder 
was explained, so that at the end of Andy’s demonstration there came the opportunity 
for everyone to take cuttings following his advice. His light-hearted manner and 
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BearleyWebsite

www.bearley.org is the website for the 
village. At present it is being updated and 
should soon be up and running with the 
latest news and activities in the village. Any 
suggestions regarding the website should be 
sent to: bearley.org1@gmail.com

diligent instruction made the evening an interesting, useful and entertaining one. 
Chairman Derek Bull thanked Andy for his delightful demonstration and announced 
that the next meeting was taking place at the Navigation Inn Wootton Wawen on 
Tuesday 5th December for the annual festive meal. 

Derek Bull
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NatureNotes by  Brian Young

Another quiet period in Bearley for Nature. I have seen several Fallow Deer in the 
fields and Pete Wall telephoned to tell me that flocks of Golden Plovers had landed 
briefly in the field to the north of Grange Road.  In our garden we have seen Greater 
Spotted and Green Woodpeckers as well as the usual birds including Coal Tits and 
Nuthatches. If you are interested in watching or photographing garden birds from 
inside your home the key thing to remember is to avoid any quick movement.

The photo this month was provided by Pat Hayes who took it outside his house 
in Church Lane late in October. It is a male Sparrowhawk which has just caught a 
Sparrow for its lunch.

The Sparrowhawk is a small, fairly common raptor which is secretive and usually 
solitary. It does not hover like a kestrel but uses speed and stealth to scare small 
birds up unawares and nab them as they take off or before they leave the ground. 
This summer a number have been seen in Church Lane flying a few feet above the 
ground, then suddenly swooping over the hedge into the field or a garden. If you 
are watching birds in your garden or a park and they suddenly take off without any 
apparent warning, the chances are there is a Sparrowhawk in the vicinity.

The female is larger than the male and its upperparts are much more brown. If you 
happen to know where they are nesting in early spring, they can be seen circling 
around or in spectacular display flight. 
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Christmas has come and gone, with all the Advent and Christmas Services, 
the Service of Light and Carol Service and also Bible Study sessions about the 
meaning of the Advent candle. Did you come along and did you enjoy this festive 
season?

Now we are into the New Year, which by all accounts, should be interesting, 
bewildering and hopefully peaceful, there is so much going on round the world 
these days. At St Mary’s there could be changes ahead as we continue to plan 
to make the Church more open to the Community. If we want to encourage more 
people to join us in active worship and friendship we have to move with the times 
and open the doors!! There will be many articles and notices of what we intend to 
do in the Link, the Beacon and on the notice boards. If you have any suggestions 
please let me know – times or days of service, yes really, it does not all have to 
happen on a Sunday or even in the church. It is your church and we would love to 
hear from you.

Sadly, there has been another death in the village, that of Jean Graham. Our 
sincere condolences go to all her family and friends. Our prayers and thoughts go 
to all people all over the world, to those in pain, sorrow, need or sickness. One only 
has to listen to the TV to be aware of these folk, but especially we think and pray 
for those in Bearley; as you have been, or will be made aware by the Prayer Cards 
dropped through your letter boxes. May God be with us all.

Our new Rector Richard is now well in place and beginning to understand the folk 
in Bearley and is full of ideas and encouragement. I do so hope we can keep up 
with him as we so need new inspiration.  

We have to thank all our flower arrangers and cleaners and hope that the new rota 
is to your liking. Without you St. Mary’s would be in a very sad state. Incidentally, 
we know that casual visitors, walkers etc. are great admirers of the simplicity and 
cleanliness and calm feeling of the Church. It is nice to be appreciated.

StMaryTheVirgin
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So now we are into Lent. Shrove Tuesday with its pancakes is on the 13th 
February, and the Services of Ashes is on Wednesday, 14th February at 7pm. Then 
we have 40 days of fasting, or denial, giving up something, usually chocolate or 
something one enjoys!! And doing something positive in its place!  Perhaps it is a 
good time to turn a new leaf, be a better person all round! On Good Friday we have 
the 2pm service of Meditation, when we remind ourselves how much Christ did for 
us. Then there is Communion on Easter Sunday a must for all those who have been 
confirmed in the faith.

May God be with you at all times.

Many Blessings

Jane Harrison
PS Collette Mutter (Rev. Richard’s wife) is hoping to start a Youth Club in the 
coming months, either in our Village Hall or in the Graham Simons Room in 
Snitterfield. This is a good idea! We need more youth activity in the area. It is 
not going to be religious-led. Do let her know if you or your children would be 
interested in taking part – she is waiting to hear from you.

PPS. Many congratulations to Kizzy and her team for raising so much money for 
Bearley Playground. The Bingo evening was great fun, hilarious at times, lovely 
food and super prizes, well done.

Rector:  Rev Richard Mutter Tel: 731475
Church Warden:  David Harrison  Tel: 731042
Church Warden:  Michael Hayes  Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary:  Jane Harrison  Tel: 731042

BCP  Book of Common Prayer
CW  Common Worship
MP  Morning Prayer
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Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

January:
Sun 7 Jan BCP 0930 Holy Communion Refresh  Mrs D Ridgard & Family

Sun 14 Jan CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Mrs D Tomlin

Sun 21 Jan CW 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Julia Hayes Mrs J Meaden

Sun 28 Jan MP 1030 Family Service Refresh Mrs J Rouse & helper

 
February:       

Sun 4 Feb BCP 0930 Holy Communion Mrs Dot Tomlin Mrs D Bannister

Sun 11 Feb CW 0930 Holy Communion Refresh Dr & Mrs Gorsuch

Wed 14 Feb Ashes Service 7.00pm No Flowers 

Ash Wednesday until Easter        

Sun 18 Feb CW 0930 Holy Communion No Flowers  Mr & Mrs Hayes

  until Easter 

Sun 25 Feb MP 1030 Family Service No Flowers Mr & Mrs Mitchell

  until Easter 

Flowers and cleaning before the Sunday date shown please.

If anyone would like to help Jane with “Refresh” and/or the Windows, please 

give her a call

October 100 Club Draw

1st  Mrs J Moore (No: 107)
2nd Derek Bull (No: 21)
3rd  J Gibson & P Egan (No: 100)

November 100 Club Draw

1st  Gwen Smith (No 69)
2nd  Richard Le Page (no 67)
3rd  Des Webb (no 27)

100Club
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SnitterfieldWalk
A WALK TO SNITTERFIELD AND BACK OR A BUS RIDE THERE AND WALK BACK 

Length of walk:  5 or 2.5 miles.

Time taken:  Depends on you.

Suitability:  All reasonably fit; (two stiles).

Grade:  Easy, mainly field walking.

Footwear:  Walking shoes/boots.

Start and end:  Route 1) Bearley Church OR Route 2) Grange Road 
   bus stop.

Refreshments and toilets:  The Snitterfield Arms - Open 7 days a week from 
   12 noon. Lightbites lunch 12 - 3pm; Main meal 6-   
   9pm. Drinks from 12 noon.

1) A PUB STROLL TO THE SNITTERFIELD ARMS AND RETURN THE SAME WAY

1 Starting at the Church, walk along the road towards Snitterfield for approximately  
 10 minutes.

2 Immediately after Woodlands Barn on your left, turn left through a way-marked   
 gate marked “Public Bridleway”.

3 Continue along the path past Mell Sheaf House alongside a ditch and 50 yards   
 later, turn right over a footbridge and through a gate.

4 Cross the field diagonally left on an obvious path leading to another gate and 
 footbridge to go over.

5 Now, turn right alongside a ditch at the edge of the field, going towards the 
 Twelve Acre Wood.

by  Graeme Davidson
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6 This path meets a farm track. Turn left and continue along the track veering left 
 round a field corner.

7 After 75 yards, turn right at a way-marked bridle path sign and continue on 
 another farm track veering right round another field corner and then left, and  
 carry on down the edge of the field.

8 After about 100yards, do not follow the path through a gap in the hedge across 
 a ditch on the right, instead, continue straight along on the path way-marked 
 with a yellow sign in the hedge on the right and soon cross a footbridge.

9 After about 10 minutes or so, in the field corner, cross over a ditch on a 
 footbridge with wooden handrails and find a stile in a further 20 yards on your 
 right. Cross the stile and follow the footpath straight across the field to a way-
 marker post in the hedge with the woods opposite.

10 Follow the path through the woods for about 6 minutes when you will emerge 
 into a field corner where you turn left and follow the path along the field edge, 
 veering right and soon passing a way marked post signed “Monarch’s Way” in 
 the hedgerow on the left by a large oak tree. There are several oak trees in this 
 hedgerow on your way down the field.

11 This is a long field leading to another long field with a double bend on the 
 footpath Carry straight on into the next field eventually passing a large metal 
 cylindrical tank and meeting a farm track which you cross straight over and 
 continue downhill in the next field with the hedge on your right until you meet 
 a concrete footbridge in the corner with 5 concrete steps down and go through a 
 metal gate on the other side.

12 Veer to your left across this field and find a metal kissing gate which takes you 
 through into the Snitterfield Playing Fields.

13 Carry straight on with the hedge on your right, to a low stile signed “Monarch’s 
  Way”. Cross the stile and follow the path between gardens coming out at 
 Snitterfield Road near to the Snitterfield Arms.

14 After suitable refreshment in the Pub return the way you came. 



822

2) OR A 5 MINUTE BUS RIDE TO SNITTERFIELD ARMS FOLLOWED BY A 2.5 HOUR 
     RETURN WALK

1 At the Grange Road bus stop, take the 229 Stratford bus up the road alighting in 
 Snitterfield. In Snitterfield, walk back up the road past the school, to find a 
 signpost on the right pointing towards the “Monarch’s Way” with three concrete 
 posts at the path entrance.
2 Follow the path between houses on to the Snitterfield Playing Fields via a low 
 stile and carry on with the hedge on your left across the Fields to the corner 
 where you go through a metal kissing gate. In the next field, bear to the right 
 across it to find a metal gate with 5 concrete steps up to a concrete footbridge 
 and cross it.
3 Carry straight on with the hedge on your left walking slightly uphill and at the top 
 of this field, cross straight over a farm track, passing a large, metal, cylindrical 
 tank on your left, to a field path opposite. Follow it with the hedge on your right 
 through into the next field.
4. Carry on straight through this field. The path has a double bend in it and leads 
 into another long field, passing many oak trees in the hedgerow on the right. 
 Near the top of this field there is a way marked post on the right with “Monarch’s 
 Way” on it in the hedgerow near a large oak tree.
5 The path turns left round a field corner, then you soon branch off to your right on 
 a small grass path leading to a post marked “Monarch’s Way” in the hedge corner 
 and enter the woods.
6 After 6 minutes, emerge from these woods and carry straight on across the field 
 to a stile which you cross and immediately turn left, soon going over a footbridge 
 and up the side of a field.
7 Follow this path slightly uphill to a corner where a yellow disc with a blue arrow 
 on the floor of a footbridge points the way forward into the next field
8 This path eventually veers to the right along the edge of the field and then left, 
 arriving at a “T” junction with a larger farm track where you turn left. 
9 From here, follow the path and soon branch off to your right at a spot where 
 there is a good view of the roof tops of Bearley and in the distance, the Malvern 
 Hills. This grass path runs alongside a ditch on your left. 
10 After about 5 minutes or so turn through a gate in the hedge on your left with a 
 bridle path way marker on it, and cross the small meadow diagonally right to 
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 another gate and footbridge after which you turn left walking past some houses, 
 reaching the Snitterfield Road.
11 Here, turn right and walk alongside the road, keeping a lookout for traffic which 
 travels above the 40mph then 30mph speed limits quite often. Pass St Mary’s 
 Church on the left and walk down hill to the bus stop by Grange Road.

PoppyAppeal
Gwen Smith who co-ordinates the annual Poppy Appeal. has been notified 
that the District collected £710.30, of which £318.27 came from her 
collection in Bearley. Well done, Gwen!

The Snitterfield Arms
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StratfordLeisureCentre
Stratford Leisure Centre, which is operated by Everyone Active in partnership with 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council, is our nearest leisure centre and offers an 
extensive range of physical activities. 

Facilities include a climbing centre called Clip ‘n’ Climb, which is challenging fun 
for all ages and abilities (see photo), and a 90-station fitness suite with the latest 
cardiovascular and resistance training equipment where you can exercise on your 
own or join one of the many group exercise classes (see photo). 
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Stratford Leisure Centre also has a 4-court sports hall, outdoor 3G pitches, café, 
crèche and health suite.

The swimming pool (see photo) is a 33m, 8-lane pool, with swimming lessons for 
people of all ages, as well as a timetable that includes fitness swimming, fun swims 
and pool inflatables. There is also a smaller teaching pool for families. 

Nick Stowey, general manager at Stratford Leisure Centre said: “At Everyone 
Active, the longest established leisure operator in the UK, we are passionate about 
encouraging the local community to lead healthier, more active lifestyles. There is 
a whole host of activities on offer at Stratford Leisure Centre to suit all ages and 
abilities, and I would urge anyone looking to improve their health and well-being to 
find out how we can support them on their fitness journey.”

For more information about Stratford Leisure Centre call 01789 268826 or visit: 
https://www.everyoneactive.com/stratford-leisure-centre/. 

Bethany  Cox
Everyone Active
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BearleyMotoring by  Derek Bull

Writing about someone you have never met can be slightly difficult, as you rely 
upon what you have been told and what you have researched. So with this in 
mind I talk about my great-great-uncle Walter Thomas Herring (known as Tom) 
who was born in Warwick on the 19th March 1881 and died in 1950. He had a 
very early interest in mechanical items and was a very keen competitive cyclist. 
He worked for a garage in Leamington Spa called T H Mains (they were Vauxhall 
agents up until the 1990s).

The image below was taken in 1911 and on the back mentions Oadby, 
Leicestershire. The car is a complete mystery to me, but it is interesting to see 
the magnificent upholstered door to the passenger compartment, enormous 
acetylene headlights, landaulet bodywork (passenger compartment has a folding 
roof) and everyone wearing a hat! Tom married my maternal grandmother’s aunt 
Ivy Gertrude Frances in 1914. She died in 1968 aged 83 years.
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I remember great-aunt Ivy telling me that she first drove a De Dion Bouton 
from Warwick towards Banbury and had a slight accident near ‘The Asps’ and 
consequently never drove again.

During the First World War Tom served in the Royal Flying Corps, as a Foreman 
Motor Mechanic. 

My father remembers being taken out for rides in the country as a young boy and 
was always told by his great-uncle not to touch anything in the car, so the best 
solution was to sit on his hands! Some of the cars were not very powerful and on 
one occasion all the passengers had to walk alongside the car whilst it travelled 
in reverse gear to climb a hill out of Long Compton.

I believe this photograph was taken 
in Linen Street Warwick, which was 
just around the corner from where 
they lived on the Coventry Road. 
His favourite make of car during 
the 1930s was the Coventry-made 
Humber. 

This last photo shows great-great 
uncle Tom and dates before WW1. 
He is third from the left. The car 
looks unusual with a solid roof but 
open along the side. 

Main’s service workshop located in a road behind the Parade, Leamington.
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BingoNight
I would like to say thank you to each and every one of you who came along 
to the Bingo Night on Saturday 25th November. I also would like to thank 
the Bingo caller, Carla, and also all of those who donated prizes. If it wasn’t 
for you the Bingo event would not have been able to take place! We had 
great prizes – it’s just a shame we didn’t get more support. 

Thank you for the all the messages saying what an enjoyable night it was.

The total raised was £394.
Many thanks 

Kizzy  Warner 
and the Friends of Bearley Park Committee
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The annual Bearley Sports and Social Bonfire night was held 
on November 3rd.

A large crowd gathered in the field next to the social club to watch the huge 
bonfire being lit at 6.30pm. By seven o’ clock the car park was full and the 
firework display started at 7.30. The sky was set alight with spectacular 
showers of rainbow colours, falling stars and screeching rockets, and the 
music which accompanied the display added to the wonderful atmosphere 
of the evening. A brisk trade at the bar continued during most of the night 
and the hot chocolate stand was a very welcoming sight to many of us on a 
cold November evening!

Thanks to Bearley Sports and Social club for organizing such a wonderful 
event for so many people from Bearley and surrounding villages to enjoy.

Jo Le Page

Bonfire Night
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Ollie (posh name Bluestone Orlando) is 26 years old and I have had him since he 
was a foal of 18mths. He is a Morgan which is an American breed. His father was 
a black stallion imported from the States; his mother, the same colour as him, was 
born here but also from imported horses.

Pets’Page by  Sylvia
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I have had many years of enjoyment with him and in his time, he has competed in 
dressage, shown in English and Western classes and taken part in long-distance 
riding. He has always liked hacking and long-distance riding best (he thinks 
showing is boring !!). I only take him out locally now as he is quite old for a horse 
but he is quite happy to spend the rest of his time munching away at the grass 
in his field. He lives outside mostly with a wooden shelter as it is better to keep 
him moving rather than keeping him in a stable at night when an older horse can 
stiffen up.

I mostly ride him around Newnham where there are a couple of bridleways I use. 
He has found there are one or two people in the village who give him Polo mints 
so, despite my riding directions, if he sees them he makes a beeline for them even 
if they are in their gardens! Unfortunately he also thinks that anyone walking who I 
say hello to is a possible Polo mint holder!

Ollie is a bit of a coward with other horses and water, and one day he wandered up 
to a new horse in the field and bit him on the bottom.  Ollie dived behind his best 
friend (a very big Shire-type horse and also the boss of the field) which completely 
hid him.  He then peered round his friend’s neck to see the reaction from the other 
horse who was looking around wondering where the attack had come from.

Another time Ollie was balancing precariously on the edge of a bank trying to drink 
from the stream without getting his feet wet or muddy which he hates.  A cheeky 
pony walked up to him, (you could almost see his sense of humour!) and shoved 
Ollie with his shoulder.  Ollie overbalanced into the water, much to his disgust!

SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday 2-00 to 5-00pm
 
Wednesday 7-00 to 9-00pm
 
Friday 2-00 to 5-00pm
New members are always welcome
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of 
bin collected alternates each week as shown below:

*Blue (recycling) bin collected Tuesday 2 January
Green (garden refuse) bin collected Saturday 6 January

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

Over Christmas we generate around 30% more waste. 
Most of this can be recycled.  Find out how to reduce 
waste before, during and after Christmas by visiting 
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/christmaswaste 

Warwickshire&SolihullLibraries

The Library will be available on these Tuesdays during 2018

For all enquiries or to renew books please phone 01926 851031 or renew online at 
Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries

Titania - Alcester Mobile Library , B Route

January 16 February 6, 27

33
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CedarLodgeCareHome
Most of us in Bearley live to the east of the busy A3400 Henley Road but if you turn 
right, cross over the road and go under the railway bridge you’ll find Cedar Lodge 
Care Home. This home specialising in dementia care is run by the MHA and is 
one of their 88 care homes caring for more than 7500 older people. The MHA was 
founded in 1943 by a group of Methodists who wanted to improve the quality of life 
of older people in the time before the creation of Welfare State and Cedar Lodge 
still has strong support from Methodists as well as other Christians. In November 
last year the MHA was a finalist in the ‘Innovation in Care’ category in the 2017 
LaingBuisson awards which recognise excellence in health and social care.

Liz Hollingshead, who is in charge of activities at the Home, writes: “I would like 
to open the doors to you of what I believe is a very special Home. Cedar Lodge is 
home to 48 residents and it is also a home to their families and friends. Once a 
person moves in we invite the families to consider it their home as well. Families 
are encouraged to join in with day-to-day life as well as all of our activities and 
trips out which are so vital to our residents. 

We have a website www.ourhomeactivities.com that informs families and friends 
about activities that have gone on as well as those planned for the future. We also 
have a radio show called ‘The Home Service’ once a week on Sunday afternoons 
at 3.00pm on Radio Welcombe in Stratford. This includes interviews and stories 
from the Home as well as advice for the families and friends.

On January 25th we will be celebrating Robbie Burns. One of our residents is to 
recite the poem and the Haggis will be piped in of sorts. If anyone has a bagpipe 
player in the family please let us know! We are looking forward to attending ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ at the RSC on February 1st. The RSC is going to be working 
closely to improve access for those living with dementia in 2018 and once again 
we are going to be involved with this whenever we can.

We are advisors to The Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and visit the properties on 
a regular basis. As Mary Arden’s Farm is only down the road this is a favourite! 
The residents love the animals and owl display. We will be working with the Trust 
much more closely this coming year and we are going to have an exhibition of 
residents’ work upstairs at Shakespeare’s New Place at some point. Every month 
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we go to the Dementia Café at Compton Verney. In the warmer weather our 
residents can go around the grounds as well as visit the exhibitions.
We also hope to publish a book about the memories and stories from our 
residents with the help of Stratford Literary Festival Team. Thanks to the hard 
work of our “Cedar Friends” we plan to complete our sensory garden and to open 
it in June at our annual Summer Fayre.

I cannot speak highly enough of the carers that work at Cedar Lodge. They never 
forget that every resident is a person with a personality, needs and loves, who has 
had a past that should be respected. 

We would like to wish all the residents in Bearley a very happy and safe 2018. Our 
doors are always open and we are always overjoyed to have visitors come and see 
our residents. If you would like any more information about Cedar Lodge please 
ring (01789) 731168 and ask to speak to Nadine Webster, the manager, or Liz 
Hollingshead - Activities.”

L iz Hollingshead
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TO REPORT A CRIME OR INCIDENT PLEASE CALL 101. 
IN AN EMERGENCY ALWAYS CALL 999 37

EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

NonEmergency&Emergency24hrServiceNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271
Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800
Home Alarm’s Help on Call Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231
Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223
Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841
Stratford District Council  01789 267575
Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA)  0345 8 500 500 01789 404400
Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000
Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839
Chiltern Railways 08705 165 165
Central Trains 0121 654 1200
Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722
Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886
Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929
Benefits, services, support groups, etc. 01926 493207
Save energy, save money, keep warm for Over 60s 01926 336612
Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over 55s. 01789 414111

Non Emergency Calls to Police 101
Non Emergency Health Issues Advice Line 111
UBUS – making Community Transport bookings 01789 264491
VASA – making bookings for Volunteer drivers 01789 262886
Emergency Ambulance 112
Electricity Emergency Service – reporting electricity emergencies and power cuts 105
National Gas Emergency Service – reporting gas leaks and emergencies 0800 111 999
Water Emergencies – reporting water leaks and emergencies 0800 783 4444
National Floodline 0345 988 1188
Environmental Incident Hotline – reporting environmental incidents 0800 807060
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Stratford&DistrictModelRailwayClub
A converted barn in the Cutlers Farm Business Centre, at Edstone off the Langley 
Road between Bearley and Langley, is home to Stratford and District Model Railway 
Club. A small, friendly group meets here every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday to 
work on the many layouts in the light and comfortable upper floor of the barn.

The club caters for OO-gauge systems using both Direct Current (DC) and Digital 
Command and Control (DCC) technology, as well as O and N-gauge layouts. There 
are opportunities to work on the layouts, to help each other fix problems, learn new 
skills, refine existing ones, share tips and expertise, or simply have a natter and 
make new friends over a cup of tea. 

The largest layout, based on an area in the Welsh hills near Cardiff, started life 12 
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Cutlers Junction is another OO DCC layout and is under construction by many 
members.  It represents a junction between the LNER and LMS railways around 
the time when steam was giving way to diesel power.  There is a yard for storing 
wagons, a turntable, 4 platforms, a goods shed and a tunnel.  When the layout is 
finished in a couple of years it will have electrically operated signals.

Around the wall is a large O-gauge track with stock which is mostly home-made.

years ago.  As well as its OO-gauge DCC track it now includes a limestone quarry, a 
narrowboat near the lock keeper’s cottage on the Mid-Glamorgan Canal, a farm with 
pig sty and milking parlour, a school, pub, corner shop, post office and manse, and a 
port.  The street lights work, as do the lights in the buildings!
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A small baseboard acts as a training area for members who are less experienced 
and want to learn different track-building skills, perhaps so that they can build their 
own railway at home. 

Some members bring in sections of their own layouts and work on them during the 
sessions; during my visit there was one based on the rail system associated with 
the former Huntley and Palmer biscuit factory and GWR line at Reading.

Regular meeting times are: Tuesday and Thursday 10am - 2pm: Tuesday 6pm - 
9pm: and Saturday 10am - 2pm.

The Club is actively looking for new members to help develop and take the club 
forward. Anyone interested in the hobby is welcome, whatever their interests or 
abilities. Members are all ages and backgrounds, and whatever your experience and 
skill you will be given a warm welcome (and a biscuit)!  For further details look at 
the website www.sdmrc.co.uk or contact peterparker323@btinternet.com or
alwyn.annels@btinternet.com
 
Elizabeth Gorsuch  
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BearleyVillageHall
Why not hire the Village Hall for your function?  It has excellent facilities including; 
Large Hall, fully equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities. 
The normal charges are:

MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
(Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)       £15.00 per hour*
MEETING ROOM
(Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
(when available)  £25 per day

*Residents and non-commercial organisations within the Parish of Bearley enjoy a 
beneficial rate of £11.00 per hour for the hire of the Hall. Contact Kizzy for details.

To book the Sports Facilities contact: Graham Castle - Mobile:  07935 343227

To book the Bar 
The bar is fully licensed and insured, fully 
stocked on a sale or return basis and has 
double-chilled beer lines dispensing up 
to 4 products. It may be hired from Mark 
and Katie at the Sports Club. For more 
information Contact: Katie 07854 801 621 
or Mark 07786 803 790

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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FireSafety

Everyone should have a working smoke alarm – people who don’t are four times 
more likely to die in a fire than those who do.

Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service will come to your home to provide a free 
‘Safe and Well’ visit (previously called a home fire safety check) to help you stay 
safe and reduce the risk of fire in your home.

During the visit they will provide fire safety advice, check that your smoke alarms are 
working and replace/install new ones if needed. They will also provide advice on:

• Preventing slips, trips and falls
• Giving up smoking

How safe is your chimney?
Chimney sweeping is important. It helps to prevent chimney fires and reduces the 
risk of dangerous fume emissions from blocked heating appliances, flue-ways 
and chimneys.

Regular sweeping and maintenance of chimneys and flues eliminates the build-
up of soot from coal, wood, oil and gas fired systems. It also clears obstructions 
such as bird and animal nests, leaves and debris.

• Chimneys using smokeless fuel, bituminous coal or oil should be swept at   
 least once a year
• Chimneys using wood should be swept quarterly when in use.

Fuel burning appliances need air and ventilation to work safely – otherwise they 
may kill people.

Have you got a carbon monoxide detector?                                              ... Editor

• Winter warmth, and
• Home security.

A highlight of the Bearley Village Christmas Fayre 
in November was a visit by a fire crew from the 
Stratford fire station. As well as showing off 
the engine, they were promoting fire safety to 
the villagers and advising on how to avoid fires, 
especially in the winter.
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