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One year (6 issues) 
Running the same advertisement

Full page   £40.00

½ page   £20.00

¼ page  £10.00

For a different advertisement in any issue 
add £3 per changed advertisement.

Cheques should be payable to Bearley Parish Council. 
Contact the editor Derek Bull at 

bearleybeacon@aol.com 
to advertise, or if you have any queries.

The Parish Clerk will forward an invoice if required.

Single issue 
Full page   £18.00

½ page   £8.50

¼ page  £4.00

Loose inserts 
£5.00 (per issue)

Advertisingrates

Save the 
date!

Date Event 
Venue Time

6th Jan Refurbishment Celebration Village Hall 6.30 - 8 pm

8th Jan Carol Service 
St. Mary’s 6.00 pm

19th Jan Bearley Gardeners - William Russell 

 Garden Photography Village Hall 7.30 pm

22nd July Summer Fayre and Fete Village Hall TBC

Distributed FREE to every household in Bearley. Bearley Village News issued by the Parish Council

Bearley BeaconTH
E

2017 is a new year we can look forward to entering for many reasons; following the tumultuous 
one we had last year, things can only get better! On a personal note, 2017 will be the 60th 
Anniversary of the first time I was accused of doing something I did not do. At the time my family 
were living just outside Barford near Warwick and our immediate neighbours lived about 400 yards 
along a long drive. The children living there had a silver Austin J4 pedal car, which came complete 
with electric lights horn and many chrome fittings, which I can genuinely say that I was most 
envious of. I was only allowed to drive it once and that was when I was accused by the children, in 
front of their father that I had smashed the glass headlights. Talk about being stitched up! 

Once again, I am most grateful to our magnificent contributors who send in articles and images, 
which are very much enhanced by our publishers.  Wishing you a peaceful, prosperous and 
healthy New Year.

If anyone would like to share the workload of preparing the copy ready for publication; I would 
be most grateful for any help?
 
Suggestions on what you would like to see in future issues are welcome; please contact me on 
01789 730363 or e-mail bearleybeacon@aol.com The copy date for the March 2017 Issue is 31st 
January 2017.

Yours sincerely,

Derek Bull
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Parish Councillors:
Arslan Erinmez (Chairman) - 2 Cherry Lane, Bearley, CV37 0SX, Tel: 01789 731392, 
Email: arslan.erinmez@btinternet.com  

Andrew Spiller - 105 Grange Road, Bearley, CV37 0SE, Tel: 01789 731352, 
Email: aspiller@hotmail.co.uk

Richard Le Page, The Beeches, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, CV37 0SR, Tel: 01789 731676
Email: rmlep@aol.com

Parish Clerk:
Jennifer Bendall (Mrs) - 7 Brick Kiln Close, Norton Lindsey, Warwick, CV35 8DL, 
Tel: 01926 843534 , Email: bearleypc@gmail.com

District Councillor:
Simon Lawton - Wirral House, 18 Langley Rd, Claverdon, CV35 8PU, Tel: 07831 682051, 
Email: simon.lawton@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Warwickshire County Councillor
John Horner - Austons Down, Saddlebow Lane, Claverdon, Warwick, CV35 8PQ, 
Tel: 01926 842068, Email: cllrhorner@warwickshire.gov.uk

Stratford-upon-Avon MP
Nadhim Zahawi - Email: nadhim.zahawi.mp@parliament.uk
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ParishCouncilReport

Monday 21st November 2016 
Bearley Parish Council met for an Ordinary Meeting on 21 November 2016, which was 
attended by all Councillors, the Clerk, and WCC Cllr John Horner, along with more than 
35 members of the public.

A representative from Andrew Granger & Co Ltd, acting on behalf of the land owner, presented 
more detailed proposals for development of the field situated between Ash Lane, Snitterfield Road 
and Church Lane, and answered questions from members of the public who were in attendance.  Full 
details of the discussions that took place can be found on the Minutes of the meeting.

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCIL LIAISON

SDC Cllr Lawton was not present at the meeting. 
WCC Cllr Horner gave information on the works currently being undertaken in Snitterfield.  His full 
report is attached to the Minutes of the meeting.

STRATFORD GLIDING CLUB 

The Chairman updated the meeting on the current situation, and advised that he and SDC Cllr 
Lawton were trying to establish meaningful dialogue with SoAGC on compliance with planning 
conditions.  It is now over a year since in August 2015 the club approached the community to start a 
dialogue and establish complaints procedure.  Despite many efforts by the community it has shown 
reluctance to meet the community to discuss compliance issues.

FLOOD PREVENTION MEASURES 

Cllr Le Page updated the meeting on flooding issues within the parish.  His full report is attached to 
the Minutes of the meeting.



PLANNING MATTERS
No new planning applications had been received by the Parish Council, and the meeting noted 
that applications for The Chimney House and Old Forge had both been granted with permission.  
Permission was also granted for clearance works on the land between Bearley Green and Cemetery.  
It was noted that the planning application appeal at 10 Grange Road had been dismissed.

The full Minutes of the meeting are available on the website, or from the Clerk. The next meeting of 
Bearley Parish Council will be an Ordinary Meeting held on 16 January 2017.

6

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT Continued...

County Budget 2017-2020 is in preparation.  The assumption is that local government funding will 
not change in the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement due out on November 23 and the Council will need 
to find an addition £67 million annual savings by 2020.  The challenge is severe and the Council is 
looking at radically redesigning the way services are delivered as a way of ameliorating the impact. 

County Council and key strategic partners have launched a second annual cybercrime survey to assess 
the impact that online crime is having around the county.  This is to test if there is a change in the 
level of awareness of cybercrime.  
The survey can be found on https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/RegionalCyber16 
A secret store of illegal cigarettes led to prosecution of a Rugby Shop and Save store owner.  25% 
of a sample of ham and cheese pizzas bought from 40 small takeaways from across the County and 
were found not to be ham or cheese.

A major new business support service for small and medium sized firms in Coventry and Warwickshire 
has been launched. The service is available to businesses with up to 250 employees.
A series of child car seat clinics will be held at supermarket car parks around the county, organised 
with the Police and the Good Egg Guide, as there has been a worrying increase was found in the 
number of children who were not being appropriately restrained in cars.

 CountyCouncillorsReport
Aston Cantlow Division - May 2016
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The gap in life expectancy between North and South Warwickshire is at its smallest in a decade.  On 
average, life expectancy in Warwickshire for males (80.1 years) and females (83.9 years) is higher 
than both the national and regional rates. The gap in expectancy across the best and worst areas in 
the county is 17 years for men and 16 years for women.

John Horner
01926 842068

BearleyFlowerClub

We meet on the Second Tuesday of each Month at Bearley Village hall between 2 & 4pm.

Jo Wall

BearleyGardeners
20th OCTOBER 2016 MEETING

Bearley Gardeners met on Thursday 20th October at Bearley Village Hall for their 9th AGM meeting and 
friendly gardening competition. Our Chairman, Derek Bull, opened the meeting with his report on last 
year’s programme which contained some excellent speakers some of whom will be appearing in next 
year’s programme with different presentations. He then informed us that he would not be standing for 
the post of Chairman next year as he would be moving from Bearley at some time in the future.
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BEARLEY GARDENERS Continued...
Treasurer, Sylvia Orton, then summarised the financial report in which she noted that the cost of 
speakers has been gradually rising over the years but we are holding our own and maintaining the 
annual fee at £12.

Secretary, Graeme Davidson, summarised the content of next year’s programme which would consist 
of another supply of interesting gardening topics given by quality speakers. Outside visits in May, 
June and July, would once again round off the year’s programme.

Membership Secretary, Mike Diggines, reported that we have attracted some more people to join 
us this year, so numbers are maintained at around 30 which we find is a comfortable number to 
maintain an informal, friendly, enjoyable atmosphere at our meetings. The current committee 
declared that they would serve another year in office.

In AOB, Mike Diggines thanked Derek Bull most sincerely for the instigation of, and enthusiastic 
Chairmanship of, Bearley Gardeners over the past nine years and wished Derek and Jean all the very 
best for the future.

Refreshments were then served and the members viewed the entries for the four classes in our 
competition: - one flower; one vegetable; one 6”X4” photo of the member’s garden; one produce 
made from plants from the member’s garden. Each item was awarded one bean seed by each 
member if the member felt it was a prize-worthy entry. The total beans collected for each of the 
entries were added up and prizes, certificates and rosettes were awarded.

17th NOVEMBER 2016 MEETING

Bearley Gardeners met in Bearley Village Hall on Thursday 17th November 2016 to hear “The Two 
Sues” illustrate their hunt for a butterfly of each of the 58 species in Britain of which, there are 43 in 
the Cotswolds. They talked about their experiences in achieving this aim as they travelled from the far 
northern tip of Scotland down to the Isle of Wight on their “Butterfly Safari”.

Many of the sites that they visited were beautiful British countryside areas well worth a visit in 
themselves for their beautiful views and scenery.
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PEACOCK BUTTERFLY SCIENTIFIC NAME: AGLAIS IO
It has red wings with black markings and distinctive eyespots on tips of fore and hind wings. The 
Peacock’s spectacular pattern of eyespots, evolved to startle or confuse predators, make it one of the most 
easily recognized and best known species. It is from these wing markings that the butterfly gained its 
common name. Undersides of the wings are very dark and look like dead leaves. A fairly large butterfly 
and a strong flyer.

Some of the butterflies took plenty of searching for, to firstly identify and secondly to photograph. The 
photographs were stunning, particularly where the butterflies were relaxed with their wings open out 
to show their full colour spectrum on top of and under their wings.

ADONIS BLUE SCIENTIFIC NAME: LYSANDRA BELLARGUS

It requires short-turf unimproved grassland with Horseshoe Vetch (Hippocrepis comosa). On steep 
slopes, level tracks made by grazing stock can provide suitably hot conditions even if the sward 
between the tracks is mostly too high.

After the Talk, whilst refreshments were being served, the “Two Sues” mingled with the members 
and answered questions about their experiences, bringing to an end a most enjoyable evening’s 
entertainment.

At the time of writing, we are looking forward to our Christmas Meal which will be held at the 
Navigation Inn Wootton Wawen on 14th December

Graeme Davidson
Secretary
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BEARLEY GARDENERS Continued...
PROGRAMME FOR 2017

January 19th  William Russell – Garden Photography

February 16th Duncan Coombs - Serre de la Madone - Lawrence Johnson’s other Garden in France.

March 16th Frank Hardy -Talk 

April 20th Adrian James - Courtyard Gardens.

May 18th Visit to Blenheim Nurseries - Steve Felix Creating Hanging Baskets.

June 19th Visit - TBC

July 20th Bearley Garden Stroll - Peter & Jo Wall’s Garden

BearleyHistoryGroup
IMAGES FROM THE RICHARD HOBBS COLLECTION

Richard kindly lent these images for previous Bygone Bearley Film shows and all show tractors 
carrying out various tasks during the agricultural seasons. They have been scanned from 35mm 
slides and may appear a little marked. 

1.	 The	first	one	shows	a	Fordson	Major	with	front	end	bale	loader,	working	on	the	airfield.	The	Post	
	 Office	aerials	can	be	easily	seen.	Do	you	know	who	is	driving	the	tractor?

2. A Ford 2000 (Reg. No. LNX48E c.1967) with disc harrows and a collie driver! The far side of the 
	 image	shows	what	is	now	the	Stratford	Oaks	Golf	Club	and	Snitterfield	Bushes.
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3.	 Richards’s	father	is	driving	the	Fordson	E27n	fitted	with	a	45	h.p.	Perkins	P6	Diesel	Engine,	with	
 a Binder attached. This setup predates todays combine harvester. Notice the Coventry 
	 registration	number	of	JRW105,	from	December	1950.

4.	 Hay	being	baled	with	a	McCormick	International	Baler.	Could	that	be	Victor	Orchard	driving?	The	
 large number of aerials can be clearly seen.
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There has been a Lunch Club in the village since June 1983, 
and we sincerely thank all our members and helpers who 
have made it so much fun since then. 

Lunches are served on Wednesdays at the Village Hall 
costing only £4.50 (includes coffee, ice-cream and soft 
drinks).You don’t have to be a Senior Citizen to join us, so 
please come along – don’t sit at home and be lonely. Let us 
know before 9.00 am and we can arrange transport for you 
if you need it. 

Best wishes, 

Gwen Smith

Organiser: Mrs Gwen Smith
Wednesdays, 15 Grange Road. 
Tel: 01789 731798
Village Hall, 12 noon 

BearleyLunchClub

FriendsofBearleyVillage
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The	Christmas	Craft	Fayre	on	Saturday	19th	November	proved	to	be	another	financial	success,	
with over £700 (see accounts table) raised to be spent with local organisations and activities. 
It	was	delightful	to	see	so	many	people	in	Bearley	Village	Hall	enjoying	the	opportunity	to	
purchase	early	Christmas	Presents;	chat	over	a	cup	of	tea	with	friends	and	neighbours	and	
above	all	enjoy	themselves.	Amongst	the	many	craft	stalls,	there	was	a	Santa’s	Grotto	complete	
with	Elfin	helper,	Bric-a-brac	stall	for	St.	Mary’s	Church,	Tombola	for	Bearley	Play	Area,	Guess	
the	Bear’s	name,	Giant	Tombola	and	finally	a	Raffle.	Bearley	village	hall	‘buzzed’	with	
Christmas Spirit.

Busy scenes around the Craft Tables

The refreshment tables were kept very busy all through the day
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FRIENDS OF BEARLEY VILLAGE Continued...

14

Father Christmas (John Allies) reassures 

his	Elfin	Helper	(Gwen	Smith)	before	

giving Dot Malin and Diana Erinmez their 

Christmas Treat!

Jo Wall
Treasurer

CHRISTMAS CRAFT & FAYRE
Saturday	19th	November,	2016

INCOME  EXPENDITURE
Raffle	 £171.00	 Printed	Flyers	 £75.00
Cake Stall £83.00 Hire of Hall £44.00
Tombola £140.75 Decorations £52.80
Refreshments £227.39 Refreshments £56.77 
   (Bacon,	Sausage,	Stuffing,	Bread,	Insulated	Cups)
Santa & Elf £40.00
Name the Bear £26.50
Silent Auction £10.00
Donation £18.10
100 Club Numbers £80.00
Craft Stalls £140.00   
Income £936.74 Expenditure £228.57

TOTAL RAISED (LESS EXPENSES) £708.17p
“WELL DONE EVERYONE & THANK YOU”

915

StMaryTheVirgin

It	was	lovely	to	see	so	many	children	at	the	Service	of	Light.	The	candles,	especially	the	Advent	Ring,	
the	readings	and	the	hymns	-	followed	by	coffee	and	mince	pies.	We	know	how	to	do	things	at	St.	
Mary’s!!!

WHO WAS WILLIAM DE BURLEY?

The	picture	is	of	a	stained	glass	window	in	the	porch	of	our	Parish	
Church	of	St.	Mary-the-Virgin.	

Who	was	William	de	Burley?	-	did	he	perhaps	fund	the	establishment	
of	the	church	in	1221?	He	could	be	the	son	and	heir	of	Richard	de	
Burley	whose	records	are	in	the	National	Archives?	

The window was installed in 1962 to commemorate the church 
refurbishment. Does anyone remember this event and perhaps the 
background	to	the	choice	of	window	and	its	design?	Contact	Bearley	
History Society on bearleyhistorysociety@gmail.com
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ST MARY THE VIRGIN Continued...
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The	first	lit	Advent	Cand
le

Our churchyard Christmas tree looks even better 
this year. Joy to the World.

Have you noticed the Nativity Scene painting 
behind	the	Altar?	An	expert	says	that	it	is	quite	
old,	probably	19thC	on	wood	and	in	the	pre-
Raphaelite	style,	by	an	unknown	artist	and	is	
quite	a	remarkable	piece.	It	will	be	on	show	until	
the end of January and will be well worth a visit.

We	had	another	full	house	christening	in	Church	when	baby	Monty	Prince	was	baptised.	Our	
congratulations	go	to	his	parents,	family,	godparents	and	friends.	We	hope	to	see	a	good	many	of	
you in church in the future.  

There	are	some	steps	in	the	churchyard	giving	easier	access	to	the	Memorial	Garden,	it	has	been	
suggested that a simple rail be erected to further assist access. So if you would care to contribute for 
the	installation	of	a	rail	please	let	David,	Michael	or	Gwen	Know.	It	would	be	much	appreciated	by	
all	those	who	find	comfort	in	the	Garden.
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There	have	been	two	deaths	of	village	folk	since	the	last	issue	of	the	Beacon.	Jim	Woodfin,	‘the	
Jigsaw	Man’,	who	was	Church	Warden	during	the	70’s	and	80’s,	and	Pierre	du	Spa.	Our	sincere	
condolences go to all their many friends and relations. A sad time for you all.

Our Advent Bible Study sessions were well attended and our grateful thanks go to Joan Wilkinson 
for	leading	us	in	these	and	also	for	all	that	she	does	for	St.	Mary’s.	

Yours,	in	the	love	of	Christ.

Jane Harrison
PS			Have	you	made	a	note	of	the	rotas	for	flower	arranging	and	cleaning?	If	you	have	any	
problems please let me know as soon as possible.

Date Service Flower Rota Cleaning Rota

1st Jan BCP 9.30am Holy Communion Refresh Mr & Mrs J Passalacgua

8th Jan Carol Service 6pm  Mrs Jane Harrison Mrs D Ridgard & Family

15th Jan CW 9.30am Holy Communion  Refresh Mrs D Tomlin

22nd Jan MP 10.30am Family Service  Mrs Julia Hayes Mrs J Meaden

29th Jan 9.30am Parish Common Worship Refresh Mrs J Rouse & Candy

5th Feb BCP 9.30am Holy Communion Refresh Mrs D Bannister

12th Feb CW 9.30am Holy Communion  Mrs V Rose Mr & Mrs Gorsuch

19th Feb CW 9.30am Holy Communion  Refresh Mr & Mrs Hayes

26th Feb MP 10.30am Family Service  Refresh Mrs M Mitchell

Rector: Vacant
Church Warden: David Harrison - Tel: 731042

Church Warden: Michael Hayes - Tel: 731237
PCC Secretary: Jane Harrison - Tel: 731042
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Route:
1)	 Walk	up	Church	Lane	with	the	graveyard	on	your	left.	At	the	fork,	take	either	the	right	or	the	left	
 road. They both soon arrive at top of the lane. Follow the conspicuous wooden signpost 
	 indicating	-	“Maurice	Street,	footpath	to	Gospel	Oak	1	mile”.

2)	 Go	through	a	way	marked	gate	signed	“Woodlane	Farm”.	Continue	along	a	grassy	lane	for	
 approximately 1/4mile. It deteriorates into a narrow path.

3)	 At	the	end	of	this	path,	go	through	a	wooden	gate	into	a	field.	
 

A short walk from Bearley to Stratford Armouries
  Length: 1.25 miles each way.

  Time taken: 40 minutes each way. 

		Suitability:	 All	reasonably	fit;	no	stiles	at	time	of	writing;	
 (Nov 2016) unsuitable for push chairs or 
 wheelchairs.

  Grade: Easy.

  Footwear: Walking shoes/boots

  Start & end: Bearley Church

  Refreshments/Toilets:  The Armouries (Check opening times)
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4)	 Head	across	the	field	and,	looking	towards	the	right	of	the	Gospel	Oak	radio	mast	on	the	hill	in	
	 front,	look	for	the	way-marker	post	at	the	bottom	of	the	field.	The	footpath	to	it	may	not	be	
	 visible.	After	heading	there,	cross	a	shallow	ditch	and	ascend	the	next	field.	These	fields	can	be	
 muddy in wet weather.

5) Head upwards towards the bare branches of a dead tree covered in ivy in the hedge at the top 
	 of	the	hill,	with	a	gap	in	the	hedge	to	its	right.	Again,	the	footpath	may	not	be	visible.	Here,	pass	
	 through	to	the	next	field	by	the	way-marker	post.

6)	 Continue	straight	forward	along	a	verge	at	the	edge	of	this	field.

7)	 At	the	top	of	the	field,	there	is	a	way-marked	stile.	Do	not	go	over	this	stile.	Instead,	turn	left	and	
 walk along the side of the hedge and fence along the verge.

8)	 Continue	walking	towards	the	Gospel	Oak.	About	100	yards	past	a	dip	in	the	field,	there	is	a	
	 wide,	grassy	gap	in	the	hedge	on	the	right.	Go	through	this	gap.	There	is	a	spectacular	view	of	
 the surrounding countryside.

9)	 Turn	left	immediately	and	follow	the	verge	to	the	top	of	the	field	and	round	the	corner.

10)	After	100	yards,	go	through	a	way	marked,	narrow	gap	in	the	hedge.

11)	Immediately	turn	right	and	follow	the	hedge	to	the	corner	of	the	field.

12) Carry on straight forward through a gap. Go past a broken stile and continue forward to a gate 
	 to	join	Gospel	Oak	Lane.

13)	Turn	left	along	the	road	crossing	over	to	face	the	oncoming	traffic.	Walk	along	this	road	for	
	 about	five	minutes,	passing	the	gated	entrance	to	the	Gospel	Oak	radio	mast.	The	entrance	to	
 the Armouries is on the left. 

14) Follow the walk back to Bearley Church.

(Editor’s	Note:	Do	many	of	you	remember	the	Village	Walk	to	Gospel	Oak	about	20	years	ago,	when	
we	were	entertained	by	the	Phoenix	Players’	who	enacted	‘Toad	of	Toad	Hall’	along	the	way	and	we	
enjoyed	a	picnic	at	the	end?)
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SnipesShortMatBowlsClub
We bowl at Bearley Village Hall on:

Monday	2-00	to	5-00pm
 
Wednesday	7-00	to	9-00pm
 
Friday	2-00	to	5-00pm

New members are always welcome.

BearleyWebsite
www.bearley.org is the website of the village. It 
is there for the village to communicate with other 
villagers whether it is the Parish Council, the many 
organisations we have in the village or maybe 
to get something off your chest. Any suggestions 
regarding the website should be sent to: bearley.
org1@gmail.com 

Little remains of the branch railway line that ran 
beneath Bearley. Emerging from the Gospel Oak 
portal of the now filled in tunnel, is DMU 154 002 
11.45 am Birmingham Curzon Street to Stratford 
Tramway Terminus. For many passengers views of 
the surrounding countryside around Bearley proved 
so tempting that they finally ended up living here. 
The footpath mentioned in Graeme Davidson’s walk 
to Gospel Oak, can be seen running diagonally down 
the right hand side of the photo.

Altered image or what might have been?
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10GardeningTipsForJanuary

1 Give your tools a good clean. A bucket of builder’s sand mixed with motor oil works wonders.
2 Refrain from walking on cultivated soil.
3 Prune apple & pear trees, to ensure a good cycle of fruiting wood
4 Recycle Christmas tree by shredding it for mulch.
5 Dig over any vacant plot, it is essential for good plant growth
6 Start forcing rhubarb; it’s a simple way of tricking nature into early growth (See Image)
7 Keep putting out wild bird food.
8 Repair and re-shape lawn edges
9 Ventilate the greenhouse on sunny days.
10 Inspect stored tubers of Begonia, Canna & Dahlia for rots or drying out.
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NatureNotes Brian Young

Still not a lot of wildlife being seen although there have been intermittent increases in the number 
of birds during the frosts at the end of November.  On a couple of days (not consecutive) I have 
seen	in	my	garden	Great	Spotted	Woodpecker,	Nuthatch,	Robin,	Blue,	Great,	Coal	&	Long-Tailed	Tits,	
Greenfinches	&	Chaffinches,	Blackbirds,	Dunnocks,	Jackdaws	and	Redwings.

However,	we	did	see	two	juvenile	Hedgehogs	in	our	garden	for	the	first	time	in	over	40	years.			Quite	
exciting!  We thought they were a little late in hibernating but discovered that although hibernation 
is	normally	from	October	to	late	March,	some	of	them	sleep	only	intermittently	until	late	December

The	main	predators	of	hedgehogs	are	foxes	&	badgers	and,	surprisingly,	hedgehogs	can	hold	their	
own	against	rats;	also	vipers	against	whose	poison	hedgehogs	are	immune.		They	mainly	feed	on	
snails,	insects,	worms,	acorns	&	berries	plus,	occasionally,	mice,	frogs	&	lizards.

 Hedgehogs live on average from 2 – 5 years and the population has dropped by  
 30% to one million over the last 10 years.  I was tempted to put a hedgehog   
	 “home”	in	our	garden	but	decided	that	was	not	very	sensible	as	we	have		 	
 2 very sensitive dogs regularly. If you would like to help hedgehogs there are lots 
	 of	web-sites	on	the	internet;	you	can	also	help	by	reporting	any	sightings	via	the	
	 web-pagee:	http://www.warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/hedgehogs
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Another	recipe	from	the	Welsh	Country	Kitchen	of	Gill	Dart	from	Carmarthenshire.	Now	you	have	
the	chance	to	cook	a	splendid	dish	which	has	both	pudding	and	sauce	combined,	with	no	messy	
saucepans	to	wash	up.	I	can	assure	that	the	method	although	sounding	a	bit	odd,	will	work.
Preparation	time:	20	minutes,	Cooking time: 40 minutes

Gill’sChocolatePudding Gill  Dart 

Method...

1.	Place	the	butter	in	a	small	saucepan	over	a	very	
low	heat	until	it	just	melts.	Remove	from	the	heat.

2.	Sift	the	flour	&	cocoa	powder	into	a	bowl	and	
mix	in	the	sugar.	Stir	in	the	melted	butter,	eggs	
& vanilla essence and mix it all together well 
with	a	wooden	spoon.	Pour	the	mixture	into	an	
ovenproof dish of at least 1.1 litres (2pt) capacity.

3. *Now mix the remaining cocoa powder and 
sugar	for	the	sauce	with	425ml	(15	fl	oz)	of	very	
hot water. Take your nerve in both hands and 
pour this over the pudding mixture in the dish.

4.	Place	in	an	oven	preheated	to	180C/350F/
Gas	Mark	4	for	35-40	minutes,	during	which	time	
he pudding will magically separate into a light 
chocolate sponge with a rich chocolate sauce 
underneath…….honestly.

(Editor’s	note:	My	sister	made	me	this	pudding	
and it was scrumptious!)

If you have a recipe you would like 

to share, please contact 

www.bearleybeacon@aol.com ?

Ingredients... 
50g (2oz) butter

25g (1oz) cocoa powder

75g (3oz) self-raising flour

75g (3oz) light soft brown sugar

3 eggs beaten together in a small bowl

5ml (1 tsp.) vanilla essence

Sauce*... 
25g (1oz) cocoa powder

110g (4oz) light soft brown sugar
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BearleyMotoring

I was in the Army and my good friend Jim suggested we buy a car together. Neither of us had any 
money,	he	didn’t	even	have	a	licence!	But	he	had	a	friend	who	wanted	to	sell	an	Austin	Seven.	It	was	
hand	painted	battleship	grey	(previous	navy	owner?)	cost	£25	and	was	taxed.	(We	were	earning	10	
bob	-	50p-	a	day,	before	stoppages	so	was	big	investment).	It	turned	out	to	be	a	1930	saloon	that	had	
been	converted	into	a	tourer	by	cutting	the	roof	off.	No	hood,	just	some	wood	around	the	back	to	tidy	
it	up.		The	doors	did	tend	to	fly	open	when	cornering	with	enthusiasm	(the	only	way!)	But	it	went,	and	
went	well	thanks	to	an	oversized	carburettor	(and	less	weight!).	It	was	called	“Tigger”.	

As	Jim	didn’t	have	the	licence	I	got	to	drive	it	home	at	Easter.	From	Sandhurst	to	Shirley,	no	problem,	
except (always an exception!) it used almost as much oil as petrol. Over the break I removed 
the	engine	&	took	it	apart.	Bought	and	fitted	a	set	of	“oil	control	rings	guaranteed	to	reduce	oil	
consumption”.	Amazingly	they	did,	I	decarbonised	the	engine	(ask!)	and	re-assembled	it.	Apart	from	
a	brief	nervous	moment	when	flames	came	out	of	the	carburettor	(fuel	tank	on	the	scuttle,	above	
the	flames)	-	ignition	180	degrees	out-	it	went	well.	Jim	came	up	to	join	me	and	we	loaded	up	the	
camping	gear	and	set	off	for	a	few	days	rock	climbing	in	North	Wales.	This	too	went	well,	but	I	don’t	
remember	being	inspired	to	go	again,	nor	potholing	-	Jim’s	other	favoured	activity.	

A problem had arisen. Early Austin Sevens have two real problems. One problem is that the brakes 
are	more	or	less	non-	existent.	Heave	the	handbrake	to	operate	the	front	brakes	and	stamp	on	the	

David Harrison

A	good	idea	at	the	time?
Back in the mists of time it seemed 
like a good idea to buy an Austin Seven. 
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foot	brake	to	apply	the	back	brakes	-	while	changing	down	the	non-synchromesh	gearbox	(it	only	
needs	three	or	four	hands	and	several	feet).	Problem	number	two	is	that	the	dynamo	is	pretty	well	
incapable	of	competing	with	the	headlights	even	when	on	“winter”	charge	-	in	superb	condition	it	will	
put out about  8 amps. Ours was not in superb condition.

We had learnt to (almost) master the brakes even in Snowdonia. The dynamo was another matter. 
Our	return	journey	was	a	bit	fraught.	We	got	as	far	as	Wenlock	Edge	and	it	was	becoming	really	dark.	
Up	the	hill	at	an	unsteady	15mph	as	the	engine	began	to	misfire.	Turn	off	the	headlights	and	away	
we went: there was not enough energy to keep both engine and lights going. We drove that last 50 
or	so	miles	in	the	dark	with	one	rear	light,	the	offside	sidelight	and	the	noise	of	cats	eyes	thudding	
under the offside front wheel. The battery was really at its last gasp when we arrived home about 10 
that	night,	but	a	night	on	Father’s	Battery	Charger	set	it	up	for	the	next	day.	I	think	Jim	drove	it	to	his	
home on his own on his provisional licence & passed his test before the end of the leave.

We sold Tigger on to another unsuspecting soul and bought a much better (and cheaper) 1930 
saloon	with	pneumatic	seats,	but	that	is	another	story!	

I	vowed	never	to	have	another	Seven,	but	they	do	have	a	lot	of	charm	and	I	have	succumbed	-	
another good idea at the time!
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ForSale

Disclaimer: The opinion expressed in each article / advertisement is the opinion of its author and 
does not necessarily reflect the opinion of Bearley Parish Council and the Editor.
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BearleyVillageHall
Bearley Village Hall is situated in open rolling countryside, 4 miles north of Stratford-upon-
Avon with easy access just off the A3400 Stratford-upon-Avon to Birmingham Road with a large 
tarmacked car parking area. It opens onto a well-maintained sports field and is surrounded by 
undulating arable farmland and woods. There are excellent facilities including; Large Hall, fully 
equipped Kitchen, Meeting Room, Bar & Sports Facilities.

Bearley Village Hall, Snitterfield Road, Bearley, Stratford-on-Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 0SR

Guidelines for Village Hall Charges:

  MAIN HALL & KITCHEN
  (Includes 1 hour before & after for set up and take down)  £15.00 per hour
  MEETING ROOM
  (Main Hall bookings over 4 hours includes use of Meeting Room) £6.00 per hour
  GRASSED AREA TO REAR OF HALL 
  (when available)  £25 per day

The Rates are the same for all one off hires however there are different Booking Request Forms 
depending on residence- please download the respective Booking Request Forms and the 
Standard Conditions of Hire listed below for more detail. Regular user rates may be negotiable.
Payment for the Hall and the deposit where applicable must be made before or on collection of 
the keys. Please do not ask for alternative arrangements.
 

  To book the SPORTS FACILITIES please contact: Graham Castle. 07935 343227

To book the Village Hall, 
contact Kizzy Warner, 8 Grange Road, 

Bearley. Mobile: 07748 359412 or 
email kizzywarner@btinternet.com
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DigitalInclusionGrant Internet Access
 With the grant from Stratford District Council/Orbit we have 
 started the Internet awareness sessions and have had 8 persons 
 attending on a regular basis. For some it is very much starting 
 from scratch and with others wanting to gain more knowledge 
 of how to use tablets given to them.

 Progress is made through understanding the basics of a tablet both 
 Android and IPad (we have two volunteers for each type) and then 
on to emails and using the internet for information. Understanding money saving websites and how 
to purchase using the Internet is more recent. For some being able to communicate with Skype or 
Facetime (or both) is important.

As we progress we will develop social media skills as many have relatives using such apps.

One thing is for sure the sessions are light-hearted, coffee and biscuits are available and generally 
a good time is had by all. If you would like to come along then you are welcome, 11:00 Friday 
mornings at the Meeting Room of the Village Hall (no charge). If you need more information please 
call Graham at 731545.

What else has been considered in utilising the Grant? If there is a demand we can seriously consider 
it though we need to know how many could be interested.

There is a possibility for an internet cafe once a week where a couple of laptops will be available for 
use. What would have the greatest attendance – weekday evening, weekday daytime or a Saturday 
morning? Comments please.

For those with a degree of computer/tablet knowledge there may be a need to develop word 
processing or spreadsheet skills. Let us know if it would interest you.

One of the more common hobbies using computers is family trees. It could be for beginners who 
want a start with their family tree or perhaps there are those in the village who are already 
knowledgeable and would like to start a club to share their knowledge. Comments welcome.

If you are interested in any of the above or in doubt and have questions please contact Graham – 
731545 or graham.musson@btinternet.com
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After	all	of	the	grant	applications,	quotations	and	updates,	we	are	finally	able	to	report	that	work	is	
really moving forward.

Starting	on	Tuesday	22nd	November	2016,	work	will	commence	to	improve	facilities	within	the	main	
hall.		We	are	able	to	carry	out	this	work	as	a	result	of	Lottery	funding,	County	Councillor’s	grant,	
support	from	Friends	of	Bearley	Village,	an	interest	free	loan	from	Bearley	Parish	Council.

• A new ceiling with acoustic plasterboard to improve acoustics in the hall

•	New	led	lighting	and	light	fittings,	fitted	flush	within	the	ceiling,	improving	the	look	of	the	hall

•	Upgraded	emergency	lighting

•	Installation	of	audio	visual	equipment	and	hearing	loop

•	Re-decoration	of	the	main	hall

Depending	on	the	outcome	of	two	further	grant	applications,	a	new	projector	and	electronic	
projection	screen	will	also	be	installed.

Regular updates on progress will be posted on the Bearley.org website.

Our grateful thanks to those organisations that regularly use the Village Hall for your understanding 
and	support	during	this	period,	and	our	apologies	that	we	have	had	to	disrupt	your	normal	activities.

We intend to have an open day after the work is completed and look forward to showing as residents 
round the improved facilities.

The W.I. is investigating suitable chairs – aiming for quality rather than 
quantity. Several families in the Village have also expressed willingness to 
donate money towards buying additional chairs.

VillageHallFacilities
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Contact our Manager: Patricia	Baker for more information or to arrange a visit. 
Telephone: 07752 381205 or 01564 792680 

Email: triciabaker1@hotmail.com

The	Village	Hall,	Alcester	Road,	Wootton	Wawen,	B95	6AY

Opening Times:
Monday,	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday	and	Friday

8.45am	-	3.00pm
(morning or afternoon sessions also available)

VERY	COMPETITIVE	PRICES
Funded	2,	3	&	4	year	old	places	also	available	-	criteria	apply

Registered	Charity	Number:	1140519			Ofsted	URN:	EY200875
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Rubbish/Recycling
In Bearley, Stratford District Council collect bins every Tuesday, but the type of bin collected 
alternates each week as shown below:

MobileLibrary

Recycling (Blue Lid/Grey Bin) & Green Waste (Green Bin) 

Rubbish (All Grey Bin)
Ensure bins are available from 6.00 am on the morning of your collection.

A message from Debbie Bennett: 
The Home Delivery Library Service is a free service to those who are unable to visit or use their 
local	library	or	Mobile	Library	due	to	ill	health	or	infirmity.

Using	volunteers,	we	deliver	books	to	people	in	their	homes	once	every	four	weeks,	based	on	
their personal preferences. We offer books in both Large and Small print and also talking books 
on compact disc.

Anyone	who	feels	that	they	would	be	eligible	and	would	benefit	from	receiving	the	service	can	
contact us on (01926) 851031 or by email on mobilelibraryservice@warwickshire.gov.uk 
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Alcester North Safer Neighbourhood Team

Sgt Robert Shaw
Tel: 01789 444815, Mobile: 07880 783283
Email: robert.shaw@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcester.snt@warwickshire.police.uk

PC Edward Doxey
Tel: 01789 444816 (Voice Mail Facility), Mobile: 07919 164826 (turned on when on duty)
Email: edward.doxey@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Gary Johnson
Email: gary.johnson@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk

CS Officer Aadila Hussain
Email: aadila.hussain@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk or alcesternorth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.uk

For all emergencies call 999
For non-emergency (register & Logs Incident or Complaint) call 101
Please note a 101 call immediately registers any incident and will be attended
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EmergencyPlanningNumbers

UsefulNumbers

Fire - Rescue (Station Commander) Jim Beston 01789 293271

Fire Safety (Station Officer) Tom Finch 01926 410800

Home Alarms Help on Call - Personal Safety Advisor Robert Jones 01926 423231

Henley-in-Arden Fire Station Officer Tim Woodward 01564 792223

Carers: The Willows, Alcester Road  01789 266841

Stratford District Council  01789 267575

Orbit Heart of England (Formerly SWHA) 0345 8 500 500  01789 404400

District Councillor John Horner 01926 842068

Warwickshire County Councillor John Horner 01926 842068

Warwickshire Police (switchboard)  01926 415000

Divisional Meroqu Henson 01789 840486

Dog Warden 01789 260839

Chiltern Railways 0870 516 5165

Central Trains 0121 654 1200

Bulk Refuse 1-3 items £35; 4-6 items £45; 7-9 items £55; 10-12 items £65 01789 293722

Wheelchair loan, (short term) 01789 262886

Bus services – Warwickshire Traveline 01926 412929

Benefits, services, support groups, etc 01926 493207

Save energy, save money, keep warm for over-60s 01926 336612

Free window locks, door chains, spy holes, smoke alarms for the disabled and over-55s. 01789 414111
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