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As you’re probably aware, recent changes to our planning laws mean that 
all of us who live in Bearley can now have a direct say in the number, 
location and type of new housing and business properties that can be built 
in our village. The aim is to guide the local council to approve only those 
developments we feel are appropriate for our community.

The way we do this is to produce and approve a Neighbourhood Plan. The 
process of creating the Plan for Bearley started in 2014. Many of you may have 
attended the first public consultation meeting that took place in November 
2014. You may also have answered the parish questionnaire that was 
distributed shortly afterwards.

This brochure will tell you where we are in the process now and give you more 
information about how your ideas and opinions can help shape the final Plan.

‘‘
‘‘

Have your say in local planning



The Neighbourhood Plan is a legal document that spells out our long-term 
vision for Bearley village to 2031, with the aim of ensuring all development is 
in line with that vision. As residents, we can all contribute to the Plan, as well 
as voting on whether to approve it. 

Once approved, it provides a way of ensuring our local council - Stratford-
on-Avon District Council - as the local planning authority (LPA) takes into 
consideration our views fully when approving any new development. 

It doesn’t mean we have complete control over all planning in the community 
– our Plan has to comply with relevant legislation and national policy, as well 
as generally conforming to local planning policy. However, it does mean our 
views will form a key part of the decision-making process when any planning 
application is made, giving us a bigger say in what happens in our village.

What is a Neighbourhood Plan?



The Neighbourhood Plan covers many things. We are free to include our 
ideas about what additional facilities we will need in the future, our approach 
to conservation and environmental issues, as well as addressing concerns 
around areas such as regeneration, the local economy, employment and 
transport. 

For example, we could highlight the need to improve specific public places or 
streets, and this could help set the local council’s work priorities. 

We can also put forward policies that we believe will help achieve our vision 
for Bearley. It is up to us all to decide what we want to include in the Plan.

What can be included?



For our Neighbourhood Plan to be adopted by the local council, we have to 
follow a very strict process. This includes wide consultation, including the 
survey we sent out in 2014, inviting you to list your priorities on issues as 
diverse as the environment, housing, communications and transport. This 
formed a starting point for the Plan.

Once the Plan is complete, it will be submitted to the local council, which is 
the local planning authority, and be subject to independent scrutiny to ensure 
it conforms to legal and local policy requirements.

Once the Plan is approved, a local referendum will be called. For the plan to be 
adopted, it requires a simple majority of those voting to vote ‘Yes’.

What do we have to do?



A Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group (NPSG) has been set up by Bearley 
Parish Council to consult with residents, gather all the information that needs 
to go into the Plan, and create the physical document.

The NPSG currently comprises 17 resident volunteers; however, any resident 
of the village is welcome to come along to a meeting and get involved.

Who is responsible for drafting the Plan?



Any resident of Bearley village can have their say or volunteer to help with 
creating the Plan. For the purposes of the Neighbourhood Plan, the village 
boundary as defined by the local council is the designated Neighbourhood 
Plan Boundary, stretching from Bearley Cross to Bearley Bushes.

There’s lots to do, and you can do as much or as little as you like. No one will 
pressure you to do anything you don’t want to do.

Why not come along to a meeting, get a better idea of the tasks that are still to 
be done, and if you see something you think you’d enjoy, volunteer to help? Or 
just contribute by expressing your opinion.

If you would like to attend an upcoming meeting, get in touch with the Parish 
Clerk Nicola Everall (contacts on the back page), who will be happy to let you 
know when and where meetings are taking place. Contact details are given on 
the back page. Details of meetings will also be posted on village noticeboards 
and on the Parish Council website (www.bearley.org).

How can you help?



There are a large number of detailed tasks involved in creating a 
Neighbourhood Plan, which are divided into three broad stages. Where we are 
now in this planning programme can be seen on the “Stages” charts:

1. Getting established – creating the Steering Group, defining the 
Neighbourhood Area and carrying out initial consultations. The 
Neighbourhood has to be approved by the local council to ensure it doesn’t 
overlap with other Neighbourhoods and that the boundary makes sense.

2. Preparing the Plan – this is a detailed process that involves wider 
consultation with residents, local groups, businesses, landowners, designated 
authorities and conducting extensive research on the area to provide strong 
evidence to support our recommendations and vision for the future of the 
village. 

3. Getting the Plan accepted – this involves submitting it to the local planning 
authority, who will study it in detail. Once they accept it, they will arrange 
for an independent assessment. When they are satisfied, they will organise a 
local referendum where you can vote on whether to accept the Plan.

You can read about this process in more detail at  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2

What needs to be done?



Planning policy needs to be built on evidence, so the Plan will contain an 
extensive analysis of the neighbourhood, including not just current land and 
buildings, but social, economic and environmental factors.

It will look at population, housing needs, transport, parking and traffic, the 
rural environment and heritage sites, existing building styles, businesses, 
community facilities, clubs and organisations, and other factors that will help 
provide evidence to support our vision for the long-term future of the village.

It will include a Strategic Environmental Assessment as part of our 
commitment to ensuring that any policies we put forward contribute to 
sustainable development and avoid any adverse environmental impact.

It will set out our vision, objectives and policies, which will be informed by 
the opinions and concerns of residents, including those expressed in the 2014 
survey and any new opinions and ideas that are put forward. 

What kind of things are likely to 
be in our Plan?



The following is a list of just some of the objectives under consideration, 
following the consultation to date:

1.  Development of good quality housing and facilities that meet our needs 
 and enhance the environment, in line with our current and future needs 
 and infrastructure requirements 

2.  Providing diverse sports and leisure facilities to promote health and 
 discourage petty criminality

3.  Grow the village organically, without threatening the Green Belt

4.  Support well-designed developments that are in keeping with the 
 environment and incorporate energy-saving measures

5.  Require that building only takes place in suitable, identified locations, and  
 that adequate parking is provided

6.  Ensure any new housing types match the needs of the community

7.  Insist new developments are supported by appropriate infrastructure

8.  Commitment to protecting all heritage sites and active management of 
 our green environment, natural habitats and river amenities

What objectives might be considered?



We’re quite a way along the process, and we are now at the stage where we 
need as many additional views as possible to ensure the Plan we create 
reflects what you and everyone else in the village would like to see.

Over the next few pages is a list of the tasks we have already completed and 
an indication of when we will complete the other required tasks.

What stage are we at now?



Stage 1: Getting established – preliminaries, publicity and consultation Stage 2: Preparing the Plan

Prepare and submit Neighbourhood Area application to Stratford-on-Avon District Council

Statutory consultation on Neighbourhood Area application by Stratford-on-Avon District Council

Neighbourhood Area designation approved by Stratford-on-Avon District Council

Locality/groundworks funding – expression of interest and bid application

Establish steering group and sub-group structure, chair and vice chair

Declaration of interest forms completed

Establish terms of reference for steering group

Establish a project timetable 

Undertake a skills audit to identify strengths and weaknesses of steering group membership and 

identify if external help is needed

Logo design and website/webpage creation

Establish an overarching strategy and vision for the Neighbourhood Plan

Questionnaires produced and delivered to parishioners (consultation 4-6 weeks)

Arrange promotional open days/events

Pin map exercise for potential allocations

Task
Task

2A: Research and preparation

2B: Producing pre-submission version

Task

Target Date
Target Date

Target Date

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Sept-Oct 2018

Sept-Oct 2018

Sept-Oct 2018

Nov 2018

Dec 2018

 

 

Jan 2019

Jan 2019

Analysis and summary of open days and questionnaires

Produce draft structure of NP (chapters and sections)

Site assessments for potential allocations

Produce first draft content of NP policies

Create maps and diagrams

SEA screening exercise by Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

SEA scoping exercise (if required)

Alternatives evidence for SEA

Health check review of draft NP by Stratford-on-Avon District Council

Statutory consultation of pre-submission version (Regulation 14)

Analysis, summary and tabulation of consultation responses

Amendments and modifications to pre-submission version

Targeted consultation (if required)

Draft SEA for approval (if required)

Basic Conditions Statement (required)

Consultation Statement (required)



Stage 3: Getting the Plan accepted

Task Task

3A: Producing submission version 3C: Referendum

3B: Examination

Task

Target Date Target Date

Target Date

Jan 2019

Jan 2019

Feb-March 2019

Feb 2019

April 2019

May 2019

September 2019

 

October 2019

Oct-Nov 2019

November 2019

December 2019

May-June 2019

July 2019

July 2019

August 2019

Submit NP to LPA (with Submission Statement)

Legal and process checks

Statutory consultation period (Regulation 16)

Appointment of examiner

Analysis, summary and tabulation of public consultation responses

Submission of NP to examiner

Submission of Referendum Version of the NP

Consultation on post-examination amendments (if required) (Regulation 17A)

Statutory publication of arrangements for referendum, including date

Referendum

Consideration and adoption by LPA Cabinet/Full Council

Plan is ‘Made’ and becomes a legal document bearing the same weight as the Local Plan of Stratford District Council

Examination (written or hearing)

Receipt of examiners report for fact check purposes

Receipt and publication of examiners report

Post-examination modifications

Consultation on major changes (if required)



Stratford-on-Avon District Council has set its priorities for the future, 
including development targets for new housing. It is currently progressing the 
Local Plan.

Each community knows its own neighbourhood better than anyone else, so 
in producing the Plan, we are helping the Council decide the most suitable 
places for any development.

We are not required to create a plan, but those villages that do, and have their 
plans accepted, are providing the Council with clear guidance, backed by law, 
about the appropriate types of development in their area. Those that don’t 
have far less protection against inappropriate development. 

Also, if you have a Neighbourhood Plan, you are entitled to a higher proportion 
of revenue from the Community Infrastructure Levy, which local authorities 
can charge on new buildings and use to deliver infrastructure that supports 
the development of the area.

Although it involves a lot of work, we believe it is worth the effort to retain 
maximum control over development in our village and protect its rural 
character.

What happens if we do not create a 
Neighbourhood Plan?



It won’t enable us to block development. However, it will ensure any 
development is in line with our wishes and sympathetic to our vision for the 
village.

Will I get a say?

Every resident in the area can have their say by taking part in consultations 
and attending public meetings, or by getting more actively involved in the 
preparation of the plan. You can participate as much or as little as you like.

Everybody is encouraged to get involved and provide their input, and of 
course the referendum vote means we all get our say too.

Will the Plan enable us to block 
development?



We’re very open to everyone’s ideas. We’re all volunteers and all residents, 
and we all want what’s best for our community. The more opinions that are 
expressed, the richer and more complete the plan will be.

How do I know if I can vote?

Everyone who lives in the area covered by the Neighbourhood Plan and who is 
on the electoral register can vote in the referendum.

Do I need to do anything?

You are not obliged to get involved – or even to vote in the referendum. But we 
think we will produce a better plan if everyone’s voice is heard.

Will my opinions be heard?



A number of local villages are producing – or have produced – Neighbourhood 
Plans, including Snitterfield and Wootton Wawen. Both plans have already 
been approved via a referendum. You can go online and read their Plans here:

• Snitterfield https://www.snitterfieldneighbourhoodplan.org.uk

• Wootton Wawen https://www.wwnp.co.uk

What happens if our Plan is approved at a referendum?

The Steering Group will be disbanded and responsibility for delivering and 
monitoring activity related to the Plan will be handed over to the Parish 
Council.

Which other local villages have 
produced a Neighbourhood Plan? 



Contact the Parish Clerk at:

Parish Clerk: Nicola Everall, Grove Cottage West, Church Road, Honiley CV8 1TJ

Telephone: 01926 485066/07940 476727

Email: bearleypc@outlook.com 

Website: http://www.bearley.org/neighbourhood-plan/

How do I get in touch?


