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OFFICIAL  

District Councillors Report as of 17th October 2022 

During August and the beginning of September there have been very few meetings at the Council which 

has given me more time to catch up on more local issues, essential jobs around the house and enjoy some 

time with my wife and family. In addition, I have now changed my portfolio from Operations and Climate 

Change to Planning. Family is important, as is our health and striking the balance between these and the 

need to balance the household budget can be difficult especially when all costs are rising especially food 

and energy costs. I have therefore included some useful contacts for residents who are struggling now or 

will possibly struggle with bills and costs in the coming months. 

To make this rather long report  (6 pages) a little easier to negotiate these are the various sections of it. 
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 123+ waste collection                                                            Page 1  

 General information                                                               Page 2    

 Help with the rising costs of living                                       Page 3 

 Covid-19                                                                                  Page 4   

 Arden Clerks and Chair’s meeting                                        Page 5 

 WRCC Warm Hubs                                                                  Page 5 

 Census 2021 – results at County level                                  Page 5 

Local Issues 
Scrap Yard 
Following the meeting on the 8th of September I haven’t heard any more about their application. 
Unfortunately, the Planner is on holiday so other than to say that the applicant has received a written copy 
of the pre-app advice I can’t add any more 
 
Golden Cross 
I have received a note from a resident regarding the visibility splays since a wall has been built and I have 
asked  Planning Enforcement to check whether there is a planning breach. 
 
Countrywide 
I spoke with the Planner last Thursday and the only issued left which she is liaising with the applicants over 
are the conditions  including conditions regarding landscaping and trees and the s106 agreement. I have 
asked for timescales and hope that I may be able to update you at tonight’s meeting. 
 
Ash Lane 

With regards to the verge, it is you the Pc and members to decide what action they wish to take i.e., 
whether to register the piece of land in the name of the PC. If you decide that is the course of cation then 
you will also be responsible for the maintenance and public liability which, whilst not a major concern is 
something that you may wish to consider. 
 

123+ Waste collection 
As you might imagine the introduction of the new collection of food waste and the calendars has been a 
huge task and it would have been unreasonable to expect everything to run smoothly straight away but 
overall, the introduction has gone reasonably well with over 99% of all collections being on time. 
However, there were initial problems with getting food caddies delivered due to the company we 
subcontracted this to being seemingly incapable at times at recording who they had delivered them to. 
They were the experts in this field but it ended up with councillors having to deliver missing caddy’s so if 
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your caddy is defective or you don’t have one then just let me know as I still have a stock of them at my 
house in Wootton Wawen. If you have any further issues or your bin is not collected either report it via the 
app. or contact streetscene using the following link 
 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/missed-bin-report-form.cfm 
 
If you don’t use or can’t access the internet then call 01789 260123 or call me and I will get in touch with 
Streetscene for you. 
If you wondered what happened to your food waste then look at the following and enter the links into your 
browser. 
This explains what happens to your food waste that is collected weekly from your food caddy 

 

 
There are lots more detail on collection dates and why we have changed the way we collect on the SDC 
website https://www.stratford.gov.uk/waste-recycling/123-waste-collections.cfm 

 

General information 
Housing Land Supply (HLS) 
The 5 year is currently 10.06 years. We expect housing completions to fall because of the wider economic 
picture we are confident that this sets up to have a robust HLS until we move to the new local plan. 
 
Planning 
As I am now the portfolio holder for planning, I have had meetings with the Head of Planning and with 
senior managers to look at how we might improve efficiency and to consider improving the data and 
information so that we can all see how well they are performing and average lead times. 
What is clear is that householder and minor applications have fallen during 2022 and by the end of this 
municipal year may be as much as 20% lower than the previous municipal year.  
 
Council Tax support 

This concerned the £150 towards fuel bills to properties in council tax bands A to D and a discretionary 
scheme . We have paid out £5.74m regarding the main scheme whilst we have paid out a further £252k in 
discretionary payments. 

 
SW Local Plan 
Work on this continues and subject to the sign off the evidence gathering work that has been taking place 
over this year to date, the next round of consultation could begin by the end of the year. 
 
Investment Zones 

A new food waste contract with Severn Trent Green 

Power will ensure that the most is made from household 

food waste collected in Stratford and Warwick Districts. 

Find out more: 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3234/maki

ng-food-waste-work-harder-in-stratford-and-warwick-

districts 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/online-forms/missed-bin-report-form.cfm
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/waste-recycling/123-waste-collections.cfm
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3234/making-food-waste-work-harder-in-stratford-and-warwick-districts
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3234/making-food-waste-work-harder-in-stratford-and-warwick-districts
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/news/article/3234/making-food-waste-work-harder-in-stratford-and-warwick-districts
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HM Government recently announced this initiative and we have expressed an interest in being involved in 
this. At this stage there is no commitment as the information documents have only just been published and 
our interest at this stage is to ensure that if we are aware of the process and benefits involved. 
 
Asylum Seekers  
You may be aware from the local press that HM Government is using a hotel in Stratford to house up to  
around 110 asylum seekers mainly families and children. If you want to help them, please get in touch with 
local charities, please don’t go the hotel as you will be turned away by the security tea due to vulnerability 
issues. 
 
Tourism 

Numbers of visitors on down on pre pandemic levels and businesses are reporting a lack of international 
visitors to the town. 
 
Economic Impacts 

The West Midlands has one of the highest fuel poverty rates in the UK and around 40% of West midland 
businesses are due to renegotiate energy prices within the next 6 months. Business confidence fell in the 
3rd quarter and investment plans are starting to be put on hold, vacancies are being withdrawn. 
Due to production delays the average delivery time for a new vehicle ( in the Automotive Trade) has 
increased from 2 months to 6 months 
 
Meetings 
Meetings at both SDC and WCC have started to pick up from this month with me due to attend the 
following meetings over the next few weeks and just to give you flavour of some of the meetings I will be 
attending. 

 Planning Committee SDC 

 Educational Attainment between district councils/boroughs (WCC) 

 Earlswood Community Interest Group – Anti social behaviour (WCC) 

 WRCC – Warm hubs team (SDC) 

 Children & Families presentations (WCC) 

 Adult Social Care and Health  (WCC) 

 Regulatory Committee (SDC) 

 Training sessions, updates, planning issues (SDC) 

 Parish Council meetings (SDC & WCC) 

Help with rising costs of living  
There is help available for Warwickshire residents who need help with the rising cost of living. They can 
access support locally from Warwickshire County Council and 
at https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/costofliving and by contacting the following: 

If you are struggling to pay bills or manage energy debt, residents can phone Act On Energy, who provide 
free and impartial advice to householders on 0800 988 2881, or visit the Act on Energy website for energy 
advice https://actonenergy.org.uk/ 

Help and support is also available on the County Council website for other housing problems you may 
experience, including paying your council tax or homelessness at 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/managing-money-debt/housing/1 

https://actonenergy.org.uk/
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If you need help with childcare costs, you may be entitled to, or be able to claim a certain number of hours 
of free childcare if you meet the required criteria. Your child may also be eligible for the Early Years Pupil 
Premium if you are in receipt of specific benefits or credits or find out if you are eligible to receive support 

from The Disability Access Fund (DAF), which helps providers to make reasonable adjustments to their 
settings for 3- and 4-year-olds. For help or more information please contact the Early Years 
Entitlements Team Email: 2help@warwickshire.gov.uk or https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/children-
families/help-childcare-costs 

Multiple foodbanks are available across Warwickshire, and typically use a voucher referral system so that 
you can receive the right kind of help for you and your family. Details on the nearest foodbank can be found 
here https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/foodbanks. If you need a food parcel because you’re 
experiencing financial hardship, please contact your local food bank. Food supply help and advice is 
available for low-income families whose children are eligible for free school meals, people who are 
homeless, and those who are isolating. More details can be found at 
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/managing-money-debt/coronavirus-food-supply-advice 

Warwickshire Library and Information Service can also help people to access the support they need by 
providing free internet access, library membership, and signposting to community services. You can find 
out more about the library offer by visiting the library or via this link: 
https://librariesblog.warwickshire.gov.uk/2022/05/23/how-your-library-can-help-as-the-cost-of-living-
increases/ 

Citizen’s advice can help with advice and point you to agencies and organisations that can help. Citizens 
Advice South Warwickshire (Stratford upon Avon), 25 Meer Street, Stratford upon Avon CV37 6QB but 
more local ones can be found at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/ where the full range of services they 
offer can be found. 

 If you have any problems accessing any of the above, please let me or Cllr Penny-Anne O’Donnell 

(your County Councillor) know and we will help to put you in touch with them.  

 

Covid update 

 

Arden Clerks and Chair’s meeting 
I am aiming to restart this with the first meeting being October. Whilst face to face meetings are good it also 
means that the Police and County Council Officers can lose a couple of hours travelling there and back and 
so the meeting will either be online or based in the Chamber at Elizabeth House where we have the 
facilities to run a hybrid meeting. The meeting will be for a maximum of 1 to 1.5 hours. This meeting is open 

You can see from this chart that there has been an uptick in positive 

cases but across Warwickshire only 1 bed is being occupied in intensive 

care with Covid as the cause. Bed occupancy in South Warwickshire is 

around 95%, having increased steadily since August and having attended 

a meeting with the NHS Tuesday 21/09/2022 it is clear that they are 

concerned about hospital bed occupancy levels and the effects that a 

cold winter may have. On the positive side they are looking at how they 

can get patients through the system quickly, increasing the number of 

beds available, ambulance waiting and handover times 

Residents are being invited to come forward now  for the next phase of 

the Covid vaccine programme. The oldest and most vulnerable will be 

the first to receive the booster.  Please encourage residents, friends, 

and neighbours to take up the booster. 

 

 

mailto:2help@warwickshire.gov.uk
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only to Parish Clerks and Chairs so if you have any issues that you would like them to raise then get in 
touch with your Parish Clerk. It will be an opportunity to hear from the Police, the Minor works team 
(Graham Stanley and Dylan White) and from WRCC (Warm Hubs).Whilst Bearley is not in my County 
Division, I am happy for anyone to attend (max of 2 persons) if there is ever anything on the agenda 
that you are interested in. 
 
WRCC Warm Hubs 

WRCC’s Warm Hubs project is helping communities in Warwickshire and Solihull by targeting social 
isolation, loneliness, fuel poverty, rising fuel costs by offering help and advice in a sociable atmosphere 
(usually village halls) where residents can get a hot drink, biscuits/cakes and talk to other residents in the 
area and, if they want it, receive advice from various organisations such as Act on Energy . 
They engage with Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Services, WCC, Solihull MBC, Stratford DC, Community 
Foodbanks and Pantries, Warwickshire CAVA, Mobile Libraries, MIND, Healthwatch Warwickshire and 
Compassionate Kenilworth plus several other groups and organisations supporting vulnerable individuals. 
WRCC are keen to work with me and the Parish Councils to explore the interest in this. Further details at 
www.wrccrural.org.uk/services/wrcc-warm-hubs/ 
 
Census 2021 – I’m not sure if you have seen this release but it shows in an easy form the changes 
in Warwickshire in terms of numbers and how we have a higher average age demographic than the 
England average. 
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As always feel free to contact me at any time to discuss any issues that you 

feel I can help with and I will do my very best to help. 

 


