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County Councillor Update November 2022 

 

I do hope this finds you well and enjoying our mild approach to November. 

Dead Birds. 

A few residents have contacted me regarding dead swans and large birds. This is so 

sad and distressing for the residents who discover the birds. Below is the contact 

number for DEFRA. As it is advised to call them directly.  

The public is encouraged to report dead wild birds to the Department for 

Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (Defra) helpline, telephone 03459 33 55 77 

Councillor Surgery  

November Cllr Surgery  Cllrs O’Donnell Parry and Kendell 

The Garden Shed Wellesbourne 10-11 am  

Saturday 26th November 2022 

Do drop into see us to raise any queries we hope to help you with. 

Cllrs Parry Kendall and I held our first joint Cllr Surgery in Wellesbourne in October. 

We were thrilled at the local engagement. 

October Wellesbourne Chairs Zoom Meeting 
Earlier in the month I held my  Wellesbourne Chairs Meeting. The topic was the 
opening hours and booking system at the Wellesbourne and Shipston recycling 
plants with the officer Andrew Pau and Portfolio Holder Cllr Heather Timms taking 
questions. 
 One  persistent concern is access to the booking system for those not online or 
computer users . We were advised that the easiest way for these residents is to 
book through the WCC Customer Services Team on 01926 410410 
 

Ukraine update: 
More host families are still needed. 
For those planning to extend the 6 month stay there are : 

 
Thank you payments to Ukraine host families  
WCC have increased the payments for months 7-12 by £150 to £500 a month. 
They are also providing a one off winter payment of £200. 
 
For those looking for private accommodation: 
  
Corporate Guarantor 

A guarantee scheme to enable access to private tenancies has been approved. By 
application, and where appropriate, the local authority would act as a guarantor 
when a set criterion is met. This will include guests having saved enough money to 
pay the deposit and first month’s rent and undertaken a financial assessment. 
Further details of this scheme will follow. 
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Travel  
In terms of travel, the Job Centre are offering discounts on travel to job seekers and 
there are various other schemes which provide support around commuting. 

  WCC are also offering host families a 24 hr helpline  for trauma support  to  support 

the mental health of host families. This is in addition to 6 online 1:1 online 
counselling sessions.  

For the Ukranian guests there is additional mental health support through a referral 
system separate to our NHS system. 

 

There is a regular weekly Ukrainian get together in Snitterfield and all are welcome. 

Fundraising event see below: 
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Green Business Grants Supporting the green business sector. 

"Energy costs are a major concern so the Warwickshire Business Support 
Green Recovery Grants scheme is there to help SMEs reduce their costs and 
make their premises greener as quickly as possible" 

Businesses can benefit from a new Warwickshire County Council grant scheme 
offering up to £20,000 towards the cost of installing energy efficiency measures. 

The Warwickshire Business Support Green Recovery Grants scheme is designed to 
support small businesses in the retail, tourism, leisure and hospitality sectors, as well 
as other sectors impacted by the pandemic. 

It has been developed in response to the rising energy costs that are having a 
significant impact on businesses and the post-COVID-19 economic recovery across 
the county. 

The scheme will complement the Energy Bill Relief Scheme recently announced by 
the Government and the existing Coventry & Warwickshire Green Business 
Programme (CWGBP) which provides grants for energy efficiency and other 
measures to SMEs. 

Businesses can apply for grants of between £1,000 and £20,000. Each grant will 
fund up to 40% of the costs of installing energy efficiency measures or investing in 
equipment that will lead to cost and carbon savings, such as Energy Efficient 
windows and doors and LED lighting upgrades. 

The scheme also includes a free energy audit, supported by the European Regional 
Development Fund, under the CWGBP which is managed and delivered by Coventry 
City Council. The county council will also support businesses in other sectors to 
access the grants available via the CWGBP. 

email Business@warwickshire.gov.uk if it is of interest. 

Investment Zone  

Good News for Wellesbourne Innovation Campus potentially as it is shortlisted re 

being a potential “Investment Zone“ 

Investment zones are a new initiative which aim to attract investment and unlock 
development and economic activity. It is hoped that these zones will accelerate 
economic growth through public and private investment and deliver tens of 
thousands of new homes and jobs and support key industries to decarbonise supply 
chains.  

It follows a Government announcement that it was in discussion with 38 local and 
mayor combined authorities, including Warwickshire, on Investment Zones in specific 
sites within their area.  



5 
 

OFFICIAL  

Izzie Seccombe WCC leader acknowledged the balance to be struck between 
innovation investment and the Environment.  

“At this stage, we are making Expressions of Interest so there is a lot that remains to 

be done. Early indications are that we can work alongside partners to ensure that we 

maximise the many really exciting opportunities offered to the county in terms of 

growth, jobs, inward investment, bringing outstanding talent to the county and, as 

importantly, keeping it here.  But we will seek the creation of Investment Zones 

without compromising our commitment to the environment and driving the county 

towards net zero emissions by 2035.”   

 

Dementia Café 

Following on from our meeting with the Dementia Café group and Rt Hon Jeremy 

Wright MP I arranged a meeting with WCC Portfolio Holder Cllr Margaret Bell.  

Cllr Parry and I had a really productive and enlightening meeting with Cllr Margaret 

Bell and the Social Care team responsible for Dementia Care and outreach. We are 

looking at how to increase awareness around services already available, link 

services together for a more joined up approach, ensure medical and clinical teams 

are aware of patients and regularly check up face to face and also relieve some of 

the pressure on Heather and Paul who are picking up far more than a voluntary post 

should ask. They are a wealth of information and a great example of best practice for 

other areas looking to set up similar cafes and support groups. 

 

Do please let me know if you have any matters I can be of help with. 

 

I hope to see many of you on the 26th November for a coffee and catch up at our Cllr 

Surgery at The Garden Shed. 

 

Kindest Wishes 

 

Penny-Anne  

WCC Wellesbourne Cabinet Support SEND. 

 


